03 APR 2001
US- Mahat hi r
US AMBASSADOR MEETS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, April 3 (Bernama) -- United States anbassador to Mal aysi a
B. Lynn Pascoe today cal | ed on Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Moharmad at the Prinme
Mnister's office in Parlianent House.

"Pascoe met Dr Mahathir at 9amand the neeting | asted for al nost an
hour," a source told Bernana today.

The Prine Mnister |later tabled the Third Qutline Perspective Plan at
t he Dewan Rakyat .

This was Pascoe's first fornmal neeting with Dr Mahathir since he
assunmed t he post on March 1, 1999

The neeting cones | ess than three nonths after George W Bush was
i naugurated as the 43rd US president on Jan 20.

However, the source could not say if the neeting was at the request of
the US anbassador nor were any details of the meeting i nmediately
avai |l abl e.

Meanwhi | e, US enmbassy spokesnman Janes Warren when cont act ed t oday sai d
he had no information about the neeting.

Pressed further whether he was aware about the neeting, Warren said: "I
don't have any information. | can't confirmor deny."

Rel ati ons between the US and Mal aysi a have often been stornmy over
accusations that Washi ngton has beeninterferingin Mal aysian affairs.

Various quarters, including political parties and non-governnent a
organi sations have in the past blamed the US for meddling in the internal
affairs of Ml aysi a.

Last August, Mal aysia strongly protested to the US for making
statenents attacking Malaysia's judiciary inits handling of the crimna
cases agai nst forner deputy prinme ninister Datuk Seri Anwar | brahim

Around the sane tine, seven US Congressnen had sought to pass a
resol ution at the US Congress, condemi ng Mal aysi a over the Anwar saga.

Former US vice-president Al CGore, who lost to Bush in the US
presidential electionlate | ast year, had al so i rked Mal aysi ans when he
supported the Ref ormasi novenent when delivering his speech at an
Asi a- Paci fi ¢ Econoni ¢ Cooperation | eaders sunmit dinner here in 1998.
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