12/ 09/ 2001
US attacked! (HL)

Miust apha Kani| in New York

NEWYCRK, Tues: New York City was plunged i nto chaos today as the tw n-
towers of the World Trade Center col |l apsed after two pl anes sl ammed into
the city landmark of fice bl ocks this norning.

I n what was subsequently confirmed as a coordinated terrorist attack on
Anerica, where major buildings inthe eastern seaboard cities were al so
attacked in simlar fashion, the two aircraft smashed into the two towers
18 m nutes apart.

One was hijacked by the terrorists frombDulles Airport in Washi ngton DC
and the other fromLogan Airport in Boston.

The first plane hit the top floors of one tower just before 9. 00am
fol l owed by the second whi ch was caught |ive on tel evision, broadcast
t hr oughout the worl d.

M nutes | ater another plane sl anmed i nto The Pentagon in Virginia,
simlarly causing major casual ties and danage.

And an hour | ater, a Boeing 767 crashed near Pittsburgh, Pennsylvani a,
with investigators saying it was in fact onits way to attack Canp Davi d,
the US presidential retreat.

At press tine, yet another hijacked aircraft was reported to have been
forced to land by US Air Force F-16 jets in the vicinity of Washi ngton DC,
apparently also on its way to attack The Pentagon.

American Airlines nmeanwhile said it had | ost contact with two pl anes
carrying atotal of 156 passengers while United Airlines confirnedit | ost
two planes of its own.

Al'l in, the Federal Aviation Adm nistration said eight planes nmight be
i nvol ved.

In Sepang, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad sai d he was
saddened by the attacks.

"I amsad that these attacks took place,"” he told reporters at the Kual a
Lunmpur I nternational Airport [ast night, according to Bernana.

The Prime M nister cancelled his trip to London which he had been
schedul ed to | eave on an 11lpmflight.

Dr Mahat hir expressed concern that the US woul d retal i ate agai nst those
responsible for the raids and this in turn could claimnore |ives.

On whet her Mal aysians were in the vicinity of World Trade Centre towers
whi ch were reduced to rubble, Dr Mahathir said: "So far we have not
| ear ned of any Mal aysi an casualties but there are definitely Mal aysians in
New Yor k. "

"The WICis a tourist attraction during the day, it is not surprising if
Mal aysi ans are affected since there nany Mal aysi ans t here, " he added.

New York City was paral ysed as all Manhattan exits were seal ed, as were
the three airports in the state - La Guardia Airport, John F. Kennedy
International Airport and Newark Airport in New Jersey, with inconing
flights diverted north to Canada.

Al'l other public transportation, including subways and bus servi ces,
wer e suspended as wel | and downt own school s, tunnel s and bri dges cl osed.

Sirens wai |l ed throughout the city as firefighters, police vehicles and
anmbul ances raced to ferry the injured to the hospitals, and evacuate
Manhatt an of panic-stricken office workers.

The New York Stock Exchange on Wal|l Street stopped tradi ng soon after
the first tower was hit, as was the entire downt own Manhattan. The Unit ed
Nati ons buil ding md-town was al so evacuat ed.



The city and several other nmaj or American urban centres were put on high
alert.

I n Washi ngton DC, the Wiite House, Capitol Hill, the Treasury Building
and t he Federal Bureau of |Investigations headquarters were evacuated. In
Chi cago, authorities cleared the Sears Tower.

Manhattan was turned i nto a war zone. The streets in the vicinity of the
collapsed towers were littered with debris, while people caked i n bl ood
and dust wal ked around in a daze.

Scores of people were earlier seen junping to their deaths fromthe
burning towers m nutes before the first bl ock col | apsed.

Most cel | phone |ines were down as the Wrld Trade Center towers al so
housed maj or tel econmuni cation relay stations.
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