11 JAN 2001

US CONGRESSI ONAL STAFFERS MEET DR MAHATHI R

PUTRAJAYA, Jan 11 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad nmet wi th nine United States Congressional staffers who called on
himat his office, here, today.

The neeting | asted 45 mi nutes and touched on several issues concerning
the two countries.

The visitors nmet Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar two days
ago and yesterday they net | ocal medi a representatives at the Ml aysi an
Nati onal News Agency (Bernama) building in Jalan Tun Razak, Kual a Lunpur.

Earlier, Dr Mahathir received the Commander-in-Chief of the US Pacific
Command, Admiral Dennis Cutler Blair, whois on athree-day visit to
Mal aysia, at his office, here.

Before calling on the prine mnister, Blair met Deputy Prime M nister
Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi at the latter's office, here.

Yesterday, Blair, who assuned his present duties in February, 1999, net
Arnmed Forces chief Gen Tan Sri Zahi di Zai nuddi n and Deputy Defence M nister
Dat uk Shafie Apdal at the Defence Mnistry.

The Congressional staffers |later called on Finance M ni ster Tun Dai m
Zai nuddi n and are schedul ed to neet Defence M ni ster Datuk Najib Tun Razak
t onor r ow.

They will leave for hone on Saturday.
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