16 OCT 2001
Huht al a- Cooper ati on
US EMBASSY REFUTES ALLEGATI ONS M S| A FANS ANTI - AVERI CAN FEELI NGS

CYBERJAYA, Cct 16 (Bernama) -- The United States enbassy here today
refuted al |l egati ons that the Mal aysi an governnent is steering anti-American
feelings.

"That's not ny stand at all...|'ve been here for 18 days and | ' ve got
not hi ng but good cooperation fromthe Ml aysi an governnent, " US
ambassador - desi gnate Marie T. Huhtala told reporters.

Huht al a and nmenbers of the Anerican- Ml aysi an Chanber of Conmerce
earlier attended a |l uncheon with Prime M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mbhamad, hosted by Tenaga Nasi onal Berhad at the Cybervi ew Lodge here.

On the | uncheon, Huhtala said it was a wonderful monent for the
Areri can businessnen to have time with the Prine Mnister.

She sai d the Anerican busi nessnmen had a fruitful dial ogue session with
Dr Mahat hir and they had expressed satisfaction over the current situation
in Mal aysi a.

Huht al a al so praised the police for their excellent job in providing
security to the enbassy grounds in the wake of terrorist attacks i n New
York and Washi ngton | ast nonth and the USretaliatory strikes on
Af ghani st an

She sai d the police had been very cooperative in providing security for
the enbassy especially since the crisis arose.

"Starting fromthe night of Sept 11, we received a stepped-up security
fromthe Mal aysi an governnent...we appreci ate that and we hope it woul d
conti nue," she said.

She said with excellent protection, the enbassy need not worry about
the recurrence of a protest against the US stri kes on Af ghanistan in front
of the enbassy at Jal an Tun Razak here | ast Fri day.

She said that she did not have ill feelings over the denonstration
because it showed that the tradition of free expression was al so alive
here.

"As |l ong as we can have simlar protection fromthe Ml aysi an poli ce,
we are prepared to face it (denonstration),"” she added.
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