16/ 10/ 2001

US keen to learn ways to deal with terrorists

PUTRAJAYA, Mon. - United States Trade Representative Robert B. Zoellick
called on Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad today and conveyed
to himPresident George W Bush's appreciation of a letter sent to him

| ast week by the Prime Mnister on his counter-terrorismproposals.

Bernama reports that he stated the President was keen to neet Dr
Mahathir to further discuss the issue at the Asia-Pacific Econom c Co-
operation (Apec) forumin Shanghai over the weekend.

Zoel l'ick, a menber of Bush's Cabinet with the rank of Anbassador and who
serves as the President's principal trade policy adviser and chief trade
negotiator, also stated the US was interested to | earn from Mal aysi a ways
to deal with terrorists as the country had countered simlar problens with
t he communi sts three decades ago.

A Wsma Putra official, who was present at the one-hour neeting at the
Prime Mnister's office here, said the US al so appreci ated the nessages of
condol ence sent by Mal aysia and Dr Mahathir for those who peri shed when
two planes crashed into the Wirld Trade Center in New York and the
Pent agon i n Washi ngton on Sept 11, killing nore than 5, 000 peopl e.

At the neeting, the Prine Mnister reiterated Mal aysia's stand agai nst
terrorism

"Dr Mahathir also told the US Trade Representative the fight against
terrorismshould be in unison with the international conmunity and that
the root cause to this nenace should be tackled first,"” the official said.

The Prime M nister also explained that these unacceptable acts of terror
by certain groups were nainly perpetrated by people who were ni sgui ded.

Dr Mahathir also reiterated that US air strikes on Afgani stan woul d not
solve the problempertaining to terrorism but in fact would conplicate it
further, the Foreign Mnistry official said.

He added Dr Mahathir also wanted the USto find a way to settle the
problemin Pal estine as this was an issue which contributed to the
terrorist situation worl dw de.

"However, the Prinme Mnister also told himhe hoped this criticismwould
not be construed as a sign that Malaysia is anti-Anerican,"” the official
sai d.

He added that Zoellick expressed US acknow edgenment that Ml aysia was
not anti-Anerican and "in fact acknow edged that Ml aysi ans are anong t he
war mest and nost friendliest people in the world".

The official said the US viewed Mal aysia as a nodel for devel opi ng
countries in terns of progress, devel opnent and religi ous tol erance.

The di scussi on al so focused on econonic matters, mainly the World Trade
Organi sation's new round of talks.

Dr Mahathir reiterated there needed to be an agenda for the tal ks before
it begins.

"They al so agreed that nany econom es are suffering because of the
attacks and sonething nust be done to stinulate growh, but the Prine
M nister said Malaysia is already taking this up and can weat her the
present economc climte," he said.

Meanwhi |l e, Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Al bar today officially
conveyed to Zoellick Ml aysia's concern over the attacks on Afghani stan
whi ch had caused the civilian deaths.

Speaki ng at a Press conference, Syed Hanid said he told Zoellick the
attacks might cause other Islamic countries to react.



"W are al so concerned about the wong i mage of Islamfollow ng the Sept
11 attacks which killed 5,000 to 6,000 people, including about 500
Muslins, " he said.

He said Zoellick had told himBush did not want the war to be seen as
one between |Islamand the West, but one against terrorism

He said they al so di scussed security and economi c issues and the
stablity of the region followi ng the Sept 11 tragedy.

Asked about attenpts by certain quarters to strain ties between Ml aysi a
and the US, he said the canpai gn against terrorismshould not affect the
stability of noderate Miuslimnations.

Syed Ham d sai d peaceful denonstrations against the attacks on
Af ghani st an shoul d not be seen as pro-Taliban or anti-Anmerica.

( END)
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