15 MAY 2001
US- Asean
US FI RM5 UPBEAT ON M SI A' S POTENTI AL AS REG ONAL HQ

PUTRAJAYA, May 15 (Bernama) -- The US-Asean Busi ness Council has
indicatedits interest in pronoting Mal aysi a as the regi onal headquarters
for Anerican conpani es.

This interest is said to have been conveyed to Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad when the US- Asean Busi ness Council del egati on net
himat his office here today.

A participant of the nmeeting, who requested anonymty, said the nmeeting
was also a followup to very good feedback recei ved fromUS conpani es t hat
have set up their regi onal headquarters in Ml aysi a.

These US conpani es had expressed i nterest in maki ng Mal aysia as their
regi onal headquarters and commended on Mal aysi a's conpetitiveness, he said.

He said the council al so conveyed to Dr Mahathir that American
conpani es wer e upbeat and confident with Mal aysi a' s i nvest nent envi r onnent
and economi ¢ progress.

Citing an exanpl e, he said one delegate inforned the neeting that a US
conpany had only recently shifted its headquarters to Kual a Lunpur from
Australi a.

The 32-nmenber del egati on, representing 17 Ameri can conpani es net Dr
Mahat hir for about an hour.

Meanwhi | e, the business council is also said to have expressed
comm tment towards pronoting Mal aysi a anong Aneri can conpani es as a centre
for regional headquarters.

They al so expressed their satisfaction with the Mal aysi an governnment's
support for the private sector, he said.

"The busi ness council had al so rai sed a question on the devel opnent of
Mal aysia Airlines (MAS)," he said.

Dr Mahathir is said to have replied that the governnment wel comed
foreign participation and remai ned open to suggestions for the national
carrier.

He said the US-Asean Business council had also indicated to holdits
board neeting in Mal aysia in August as a testinony of its confidence in
doi ng busi ness in Ml aysi a.
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