17 JUL 2001
Hani d- Sex
US HUVAN TRAFFI CKI NG REPORT UNTRUE, SAYS SYED HAM D

WASHI NGTON, July 17 (Bernama) -- Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d
Al bar has described as untrue a US governnent report onillegal trafficking
of wonen and children for forced | abour and sex in Mal aysia, which lists
the country as anong those doing the | east to conbat the problem

Syed Ham d, who net with his counterpart, Colin Powell, for the first
time at the State Department here, said his foreign policy approach was not
gui ded by reports issued by foreign governnments, but by a nore | ong-term
Vi ew,

He said the two countries had differences, but fundanentally their
political, military and econonic ties were strong.

He said Powel|l was "open and warni at Monday's neeting and appeared to
be "forward-Iooking" in his foreign policy approach.

The two nmen di scussed bilateral and regi onal issues and "got
acquai nted" in advance of the Asean M nisterial Meeting and t he Asean
Regi onal Forumin Hanoi, next week.

US- Mal aysi a rel ati ons took a nose-di ve under the dinton administration
followi ng the arrest of forner deputy prinme nmnister Datuk Seri Anwar
| br ahi m

Ham d said there was nmention of Anwar in his discussions with Powel |
but the discussions did not centre on Anwar.

A St at e Departnment spokesnan said: "The US wel comes Prinme M nister
(Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad's) interest in better ties. However, the US
remai ns concer ned about the human rights situation."

The 2001 Trafficking in Persons report, issued by the State Depart nment
with input from non-governnental organisations (NGO s), is mandated by the
US Congress under the Victins of Trafficking and Vi ol ence and Protection
Act of the year 2000.

The US estimates that at | east 700,000 peopl e becone victins of
trafficking every year, nostly wonen and children, forced to | abour in
sweat shops, construction sites or sex i ndustries.

The State Departnent placed countries in 3 Tiers: Tier 1, countries
that conply fully with the standards laid out in the Act; Tier 2, countries
that don't fully conply but are naking significant efforts to conply; and
Tier 3, those that don't conply and are not nmaking siginifiant efforts to
do so.

Mal aysia falls under Tier 3 along with Israel, Bahrain, Belarus,

Bosni a- Her zegovi na, Burma, | ndonesia, G eece, Gabon, Al bania, Kazakhstan,
Tur key, South Korea, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, United Arab Enirates, Yugosl avi a
and Congo.

Countries that do not comply risk US sanctions from 2003

The report clainms that Malaysia is both a source and destination
country for trafficked persons. Young wormen fromprimarily | ndonesi a,
Thai | and and t he Philippines are trafficked into Mal aysi a for expl oitation,
it says.

Smal | nunbers of Ml aysi an wonen, primarily ethnic Chinese, are
trafficked to Japan, Canada, the United States and Tai wan for sexual
exploitation, the report clains.

- - BERNANA

SH zZS JK



	US HUMAN TRAFFICKING REPORT UNTRUE, SAYS SYED HAMID (Bernama 17/07/2001)

