04 CCT 2001
Syed Hani d- Terrorism
US ASKS M SI A TO CLEAR M SCONCEPTI ON OVER WAR AGAI NST TERROR

PUTRAJAYA, Cct 4 (Bernamm) -- The United States has asked Mal aysia to
hel p Washi ngt on di spel m sconceptions anong Musli mcountries over the US
current campai gn against terrorism

According to the Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hanmid Al bar said this
was i n recognition of Mal aysia being an inportant ally in the regi on and
the influence and respect it conmands in the O ganisation of Islamc
Conference (O Q).

"Washi ngt on hopes that Ml aysi a can hel p renove the notion that its war
agai nst terrorismis a conflict between Islamand the west," he told
reporters after receiving the US anbassador designate Mari e Huhtala at his
of fice here today.

He told Huhtal a that while Mal aysia fully backed efforts to conbat
terrorism it opposed any formof military strike as war woul d not defuse
terrorismbut only bring further niseries to innocent people.

"Mal aysia | ooks at terrori smas against the teachings of |slamand that
it is stateless, faceless and strikes in various forns," said Syed Ham d.

Syed Hami d sai d Huht al a conveyed Presi dent George W Bush's
appreciation especially tothe Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad for Mal aysia's condol ences to fanmilies of those killed in the Sept
11 terrorist attacks in the US.

The Bush Admini stration woul d i nform Mal aysi a the outcone of US
i nvestigations into the attacks in which terrorists slamred hijacked
jetliners into New York's Wirld Trade Centre and the Pentagon in
Washi ngt on.

At their nmeeting, Syed Hanmi d al so conveyed to Huhtal a Mal aysi a' s hope
that the US woul d earnestly pursue a pernmanent settlenent to the Wst Asian
conflict until a Palestinian state is established.

At a separate neeting | ater, Syed Hami d hel d a di al ogue with executive
commi ttee nenbers of youth organi sati ons nanmel y t he Mal aysi an Associ ati on
of Youth Council (MAYC), the 4B Youth Movenent, the Federati on of Peninsul a
Mal ay Students and the youth bureau of the Umo Yout h.

Syed Hami d, who i s MAYC president, said he explained to the youth
| eaders Mal aysia's foreign policy and identified areas for their
interaction with other non-governnental organi sations.
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