05 MAY 2001
Mahat hi r- Human Ri ghts
US MAY HAVE LOST SEAT BECAUSE OF | NTERFERENCE | N OTHER COUNTRI ES

MELAKA, May 5 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d today the United States nmay have lost its seat on the United
Nat i ons Human Ri ghts Conmi ssi on because of its interference in human rights
in other countries.

"It's possible. W don't know the reason, we're only guessing.

"Maybe there are other countries nmore qualified to sit on the panel,”
he told reporters after attendi ng a speci al gathering of conmandos at the
Sungai Udang Canp, here.

He was asked whether the US' interference in the human rights of other
countries was a factor for it being voted off the Geneva-based UN Human
Ri ghts Conmi ssi on whose nain function is to investigate human rights
vi ol ati ons worl dw de.

The three council seats allocated for western nations went to France,
whi ch recei ved 52 votes, Austria (41) and Sweden (32). The US recei ved 29
vot es.

Dr Mahathir said that this tinme the countries casting the votes felt
that they shoul d el ect other countries.

"This is a denpcratic process. Sonetinmes you wi n, sonetines you | ose.
The | oser nmust accept it," he said.

Asked about the significance of the US 1oss, he said it was difficult
to read the stand of the countries that voted.

On the abolition of the 10 per cent levy on profits repatriated within
one year, which was announced on Wednesday, Dr Mahathir saidit was a
pragnmati c nove

"We found that we could not collect nmuch and the process for collecting
the | evy was conplicated,"” he said.

Asked to comment on the Mal aysi an Trades Uni on Congress' (MIruC
decision to proceed with its picket on May 12, he said the governnent
preferred negotiation to resolve any problem

"What can we do. | don't know what can be achi eved by picketing except
to cause a straininrelations,” he said, addi ng that picketing woul d not
get the governnment to bowto the MIUC
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