04 OCT 2001
Mahat hir-Terrorists
US PLANNED STRI KES UNLI KELY TO SPREAD, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, COct 4 (Bernama) -- The Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad said it is unlikely that the United States will attack
some |Islam c countries Washi ngt on accuses of harbouring terrorists other
t han Af ghani stan where Gsana bin Laden i s reportedly hiding.

"No, | don't think the USis going to do such a thing because that wll
nmean that the USw |l be fighting agai nst the whole Mislimworld.

"And it has said that this is not a war against Islam it's a war
against terrorists,” hetoldreporters after opening the CEO Sunmt 2001
here, today.

He was asked to comment on reports that the US did not rul e out raids
on terrorist targets in other Muslimcountries beside its efforts to nab
Csamm, the nman suspected of masterm nding t he deadly attacks on New York
and Washi ngton on Sept 11.

Dr Mahat hir said al t hough the Taliban rul ers of Afghani stan m ght be
harbouring terrorists, the people who actual ly perpetrated the attacks
m ght not even be Afghans or were in Afghani stan.

"They do not appear to be Afghans. According to reports that we've
seen, they seemto be Arabs living in the US. So technically speaking, do
you define the US as harbouring terrorists? Certainly not. You do not know
who they are or where they are," he said.

On hi s phone conversation with Irani an Presi dent Mohanmad Khat ami, Dr
Mahat hir sai d there was not nmuch difference regarding the stand of the two
countries vis-a-vis terrorism

"We are all for hunting down the terrorists, we are agai nst war and we
think terrorismcan only be defeated by attending to its causes,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir said this was in the context of the the Iranian | eader's
call that the Muslimworld take a united stand on terrorismat the upcom ng
Organi sation of Islamc Conference foreign ministers neetingin Qatar.
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