12/ 01/ 2001

US Navy assured of access to |ocal ports

PUTRAJAYA, Thurs. - The Government today assured the United States navy
that it would continue to allowits navy ships to stop at Ml aysi an ports
when the need ari ses.

Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar today said the Governnment
woul d give full co-operation to the US navy's request to use Mal aysia's
port facilities.

"W adopt a liberal attitude to any country wi shing to use our
facilities so long their policies are not contrary to our interests," he
said after neeting the Conmander-in-Chief of the United States Pacific
Comand Admiral Dennis Cutler Blair at the Renai ssance Pal m Garden Resort
her e.

He added that Blair had expressed his gratitude to the governnent for
their continuous support and positive response in their request for the
use of the ports.

The neeting was al so to discuss issues related to regional security and
defence exercises with Malaysia to help foster closer bilateral defence
ties.

Meanwhi | e, on the United Nations reconciliation talks with Myanmar, Syed
Ham d conmended UN envoy Tan Sri Razali Ismail's effort during his
five-day m ssion to Myanmar

At Press conference at the Mandarin Oriental hotel later, Blair said the
US was keen and prepared to support and provi de assi stance to counter
pi racy off Mal aysian waters and other countries in the region.

"If the incident occurs in international waters, the US would respond
readily. However, it is also the responsibility of those nations with
jurisdiction over certain waters to counter the threat," he said.

Blair, who is on a three-day official visit to Mal aysia, yesterday had
called on Arned Forces chief general Tan Sri Mhanmad Zahi di Zai nuddi n and
the Deputy Defence M nister Datuk Shafie Apdal

He al so met with the Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, his
deputy Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi and Defence M nister Datuk Seri
Naji b Tun Razak today.

Blair is the 19th officer to hold the position of USCI NPAC si nce he
assumed duty on Feb 20, 1999.
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