03/11/ 2001

“Authorities foiled plot to harmUS sailors

PUTRAJAYA, Fri. - A plot to attack American sailors who were visiting the
country was foiled due to pre-enptive nmeasures taken by the authorities.

Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar said the authorities had
received information that such an attack was planned by a mlitant group
when the ship called at a Mal aysian port recently.

"However, our pre-enptive action prevented this fromtaking place,” he
said. But he refused to say when and how the attack was supposed to have
taken place, saying this would reveal how the police did their work.

Declining to confirmif the group involved was Kunpulan Mlitan
Mal aysia, he said it was a group connected to nilitancy and KMM was one of
those which had tried to create a situation of instability in the country.

"I'ts menbers have tried robbing banks to achi eve their objectives and
also to harmforeigners, but this never happened because we had taken pre-
enptive action."

Syed Hamid said this at his mnistry after receiving the noney coll ected
fromthe New Straits Tinmes Qujarat Eart hquake Fund.

According to a report, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad had
saidinanintervieww th the British Broadcasting Corporation that a
| ocal group linked to the Taliban conspired to attack American sailors who
arrived in Ml aysi a.

Dr Mahathir reportedly said nmenbers of the group studied in Pakistan and
travel l ed to Afghani stan where they becane i nvolved with the ruling
Taliban mlitia and what he called the Osama bin Laden group.

"They were indoctrinated there, and they came home planning to overthrow
the Governnment by force of arms,” Dr Mahathir had said w thout identifying
t he group.
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