12 OCT 2001
Mahat hi r-att ack
US SHOULD CONSI DER STOPPI NG ATTACKS ON AFGHANI STAN, SAYS PM

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 12 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d today the United States shoul d consider stoppingits air
strikes on Afghani stan whi ch have entered their sixth day.

Asked by reporters whether the US should halt the attacks now, he said:
"Wel | they shoul d of course. W are agai nst such an attack because | don't
think it is going to helpin conbating terrorism”

Speaki ng after openi ng the second Organi sati on of Islan c Conference
(O C TourismMnisters neeting here, he said the US air bonbi ngs m ght hit
many i nnocent peopl e but not the terrorists.

"It should be pointed out that the alleged terrorists were not even
Af ghans," he sai d.

The US-led attacks are targeted at the ruling Taliban which is saidto
be har bouring Saudi di ssident Csana bi n Laden, the prime suspect in the
Sept 11 terrorist atacks on the Wrld Trade Centre in New York and t he
Pent agon i n Washi ngt on.

It was reported that according to Taliban figures, the nunber of deaths
i n Afghani stan fromthe attacks si nce Sunday now st ands at around 220.

Dr Mahat hir said Mal aysia woul d request the United Nations (UN) to hold
a special conference to discuss and define terrorism

"We are witing to (UN) Secretary-Ceneral Koffi Annan to ask himto
convene a neeting onterrorism"” he said, addi ng that such a conference was
needed as there was a |l ot of confusion on the subject.

"Some peopl e who are fighting for their own i ndependence are al so
described as terrorists. Also, the things that people can do or shoul d not
do nust be determ ned.

"Even in war, we are not supposed to use gas in order to fight agai nst
the eneny. Even if people have to fight for their own i ndependence there
are certain things they can't do, anong which of course is to kill innocent
peopl e," he added.

Dr Mahat hir was al so asked on Mal aysi a's stand regardi ng the evi dence
presented by the US on the Al -Qaeda novenent in this country.

"Wl |, the evidence is not specific. They indicated certain things but
there is nothing that we can do. There is no role for Mal aysia,"” he said.

To anot her question, the prime mnister said he expected |Islamnic
countries to enmerge stronger than ever fromthe current period of
nm sconception over Islamand terrorism

He said: "Over tinme, it will be shown that it is just not Mislinms who
are terrorists. Gther people are also terrorists. Qur problemnowis that
certain segnent of the world nedia focuses only on Muslimterrori smand not
terrori smby the other people.

On anot her note, he said the O C had responded well to the present
crisis and was united inits stand on the US attacks on Af ghani st an.

Worl d Tourism Organi sation secretary-general Francesco Frangialli said
the Sept 11 terroris attacks on the US had caused a 20-30 per cent drop in
reservation booki ngs worl dw de.

Unfortunately, the North African and Sout heast Asian countries were
nore affected, especially the Musli mnations, he said.

Thi s was unfair because people can travel safely in these countries, he
sai d.

Frangialli said a Wrld Travel Market nmeeting would be held in London
in the next few weeks to send the message to the world that it was safe to



travel now.
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