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US TO SEND WARSHI P FOR LI MA

LANGKAW , Sept 12 (Bernama) -- The United States will be participating
inthe maritime segnent of the Langkawi International Maritine and
Aer ospace (Lima 2001) exhibition here on Cct 9-14 despite the terrorist
aircraft attacks on New York and Washi ngt on on Tuesday.

Deputy Navy Chi ef Laksamana Madya Dat uk Mohaned Raml y Abubakar said
today the US woul d send its warshi p USS John Paul Jones.

"So far, the destroyer equi pped with guided m ssiles and sophisticated
control systemw ||l be taking part inthe maritinme segment. | hope they
will not withdraw," he told reporters after chairing a neeting on the
preparations here.

He was conmenting on the hijacked aircraft attacks on the Wrld Trade
Centre in New York and the Pentagon i n Washi ngton and the crash in
Pennsyl vani a whi ch | eft thousands dead.

He said that so far, about 300 firnms from22 countries including
Germany, Russia, Italy, France and I ndi a were expected to exhibit their
def ence products in the maritine segnent.

This year's edition of the maritinme segment will al so see the Ukrai ne,
Chi na, Bel gium Spai n and New Zeal and participating for the first tine.

He said 21 foreign navy chiefs or their representatives were expected
to attend the maritinme segnent where 18 forei gn ships woul d assenble in the
wat ers of Tanjung Ml ai .

The Royal Mal aysi an Navy woul d have 20 ships includi ng the KD Jebat and
KD Leki u besi des patrol and inspection boats.

Several maritime-rel ated governnment departnments and agenci es i ncl udi ng
t he Royal Custons and Exci se Departnent, | mm gration Department, marine
police and the Fisheries Department woul d al so be taking part.

Menbers of the public might get to viewthe ships up close because the
organi sers were maki ng arrangenents to take themto the shi ps by boat, he
sai d.

Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad i s schedul ed to open the
maritime segnent on Cct 9.
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