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US- Mal aysi a
US WANTS BETTER TI ES W TH MALAYSI A

By: Sal ny Hashim

WASHI NGTON, April 11 (Bernama) -- The Bush admi ni stration has indicated
interest ininproving bilateral ties with Mal aysi a and wel coned Pri me
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad's hopes for warnmer relations with
Washi ngt on.

"W wel come Prine Mnister Mahathir's interest in better bilateral ties
with the US," a State Departnent official told Bernama here Tuesday.

He said: "W're very pleased that Anbassador (B. Lynn) Pascoe had a
full and frank di scussion with the PMin areas of common activities and
concern".

Dr Mahathir net the US anbassador to Mal aysia | ast week for their first
formal tal ks since the envoy took up his post in early 1999.

The prime minister has said after the neeting: "W thought that with
t he new adni ni stration, perhaps we can invigorate our ties with the US and
| essen m sunder st andi ng between us and the US".

The State Departnent official, who preferred anonymity, however said
that there renai ned "areas of concern"” especially "the human rights
situation" in Ml aysia.

The US issued a long |ist of conplaints about the human rights
situationin Malaysiainits recent human rights report.

Washi ngt on- Kual a Lunpur relations took a turn for the worst when fornmer
US Vi ce-President Al Gore endorsed the "Reformasi" (Reform novenent in
Mal aysi a at an Apec Leaders' dinner in 1998.

Gor e angered many Mal aysi ans who regarded his remarks as an
interference in Mlaysia's donestic affairs.

Privately, senior officials in Washington thought of Gore's remarks as
t hought | ess and damagi ng to al ready strai ned rel ati ons bet ween Kual a Lunpur
and Washi ngt on.

Former US Anbassador to Mal aysia Ronal d Pal mer tol d Bernama here that
rel ati ons between t he two countries whi ch had becone "sonmewhat frazzl ed"
since the financial crisis "have reached a point where it was tine to nmend
fences”.

"Bilateral relations under the Cinton adm nistration had | ost sone of
the previous warnth. The advent of the new US admi ni stration under (Ceorge
W) Bush appears to offer an opportunity to get rel ati ons back on track,"
sai d Pal ner.

"This will require efforts fromboth sides," he added.

Pal mer was anbassador to Malaysia from1981 to 1983. He is currently
Prof essor of International Affairs at George Washi ngton Uni versity.
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