15 OCT 2001
US- Mal aysi a
US WANTS MALAYSI A TO SHARE EXPERI ENCE | N COVBATI NG TERRORI SM

PUTRAJAYA, Cct 15 (Bernamm) -- United States Trade Representative
Robert B. Zoellick called on Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad
today and conveyed to hi mPresi dent George WBush's appreciation of a
letter sent to himlast week by the Prime Mnister on his counter-terrorism
proposal s.

He stated that the President was keen to nmeet Dr Mahathir to further
di scuss the issue at the Asia Pacific Econom c Cooperation (Apec) forumin
Shanghai over the weekend.

Zoel l'i ck, a nenber of Bush's cabinet with the rank of anbassador and
serves as the President's principal trade policy advi ser and chi ef trade
negotiator, also stated that the US was interested to | earn from Ml aysi a
ways to deal with terrorists as the country had countered sim | ar problens
with the comuni sts three decades ago.

A Wsnma Putra official, who was present at the one-hour neeting at the
Prime Mnister's Ofice here, said the US al so appreci ated the nessages of
condol ence sent by Mal aysia and Dr Mahathir for those who peri shed when two
pl anes crashed into the Wrld Trade Centre i n New York and t he Pentagon in
Washi ngton on Sept 11, killing nore than 5, 000 peopl e.

At the neeting, the Prine Mnister reiterated Mal aysi a' s stand agai nst
terrorismand the country's concern over the spread of terrorism

"Dr Mahathir also told the US Trade Representative that the fight
agai nst terrorismshould be in unison with the international community and
that the root cause to this nenace shoul d be tackled first," said the
official.

The Prinme M nister al so expl ai ned that t hese unacceptabl e acts of
terror by certain groups were nainly perpetrated by peopl e who were
m sgui ded.

He also reiterated that US air strikes on Afgani stan woul d not sol ve
the problempertaining to terrorismbut in fact would conplicate it
further, said the Foreign Mnistry official.

He said Dr Mahathir also wanted the USto find a way to settle the
problemin Pal estine as this was an i ssue which contributed to the
terrorist situation worldw de.

"However the Prine Mnister also told himthat he hoped this criticism
woul d not be construed as a sign that Malaysia is anti-Anerican," said the
official.

Zoel l'ick, said the official, expressed the US understandi ng that
Mal aysi a was not anti-Anerican and "in fact acknowl edged t hat Ml aysi ans
are anong t he warnest and nost friendliest people in the world."

The official said that the US vi ews Mal aysia as a nodel for devel opi ng
countries in terns of progress, devel opnent and religi ous tol erance.

The di scussi on al so focused on economc matters mainly the World Trade
Organi sation's new round of talks.

Dr Mahathir reiterated that there need to be an agenda for the tal ks
before it begins.

"They al so agreed that many economi es are suffering because of the
attacks and sonet hi ng nust be done to stinulate growh, but the Prine
M nister said that Malaysia is already taking this up and can weat her the
present economc climate," he said.
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