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US-M SI A TRADE WLL NOT BE AFFECTED, SAYS ZCELLI CK

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 15 (Bernama) -- US Trade Representative Robert B.

Zoel | i ck said current devel opnents after the Sept 11 terrorist attacks on
the United States will not affect bilateral trade between Ml aysia and the
US.

This was prem sed on the fact that trade rel ati ons between the two
coutries had al ways been good, he told a nmedi a conf erence here today.

Zoel l'i ck, a nmenber of US President George W Bush's Cabinet with the
rank of ambassador, serves as the president’'s principal trade policy
advi ser and chi ef trade negoti ator.

On Sept 11, two pl anes packed with passengers and fuel slamred into the
twin towers of the World Trade Centre in New York, killing more than 5,000
peopl e, whil e another crashed into the Pentagon, the USnilitary command
headquarters. The jetliners were said to have been hijacked by terrorists
earlier.

The US gover nment has bl amed OGsana bin Laden for the attacks and is at
present engaged in retaliatory strikes agai nst the Taliban-1ed governnment
i n Af ghani st an whi ch has been suspected of harbouring him

Zoel l'i ck al so t hanked t he Mal aysi an governnment for supporting the USin
its quest to detain those responsible for the attacks.

As for the annual Apec Forumneeting to be held i n Shanghai next week,
he sai d anong ot her things, the US woul d focus on t he accessi on of Tai wan
and China into the Wrld Trade Organi sation (WO, and the | aunch of a new
trade rounds at the WIO mi ni sterial neeting in Doha, Qatar next nmonth
besi des di scussing the terrori smissue.

Asked whet her trade between Mal aysi a and US coul d be jeopardi sed due to
the different views taken by prinme mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad
where he condemmed the Sept 11 terrorist attacks, but at the same tine
criticisedthe USmlitary canpai gn agai nst Af ghani stan, Zoellick sai d:

"I think our trade is based on good rel ati ons. W (Ml aysi a-US) are
good partners in terns of investnent and trade, so | don't believe that it
(difference in views) would affect (trade) in anywhere," he said.

"We understand that the Ml aysi an governnment faces tensions here with
i nternal chall enges, there's no doubt when you read i n t he newspaper about
the probl ens he has to manage. The support that we have received in a
nunber of areas has strengthened our relations with Mal aysi a,” he sai d.

He added that he had nentioned to Dr Mahat hir when they met this
nmorni ng that Ml aysi a was a nodel (country) which supports regional
stability, bothin political and econom c terns.

"Mal aysia is certainly an Islamc country, which provides a nodel of
| eader shi p because of its nbdern econoni c devel opnment that denonstrates
powers, nulti-ethnic people, ranges of products in international econony
and pronot es know edge econony. It has been a success story," he said.

He al so said that the US governnent is grateful for the support frombDr
Mahat hi r and t he Mal aysi an governnment, and as for the difference in views,
he bel i eved that both governnment will work out the issues together.

"We know and | certainly knowthat it is adifficult circunmstance for
Mal aysia to be in at the nonent. W appreciate all the support that we have
recei ved," he added.

As for the annual Apec Forumto be held in Shanghai this week, he said
t hat anmong ot her things, the US expected i ssues pertaining to the accession
of Taiwan and China into the Wrld Trade Organi sation (WIO), and the | aunch



of a newtrade rounds at the WIO mi ni sterial neeting in Doha, Qatar next
nmonth to take centre stage.

He al so expects discussions on matters concerni ng transparency and
trade facilitation besides the terrorismissue.

Zoel lick also said that he did not see any reasons why the Doha neeting
nmust be post poned.

In fact, during the trade ministers neeting in Singapore over the
weekend, they have all agreed that the neeting schedul ed i n Doha shoul d go
on.

"I don't know anybody who i s suggesting that the Doha neeting should be
postponed, in fact quite tothe contrary we believe it should go forward,"
he said.

He added t hat | aunching a newworl d trade rounds can hel p address
international issues, nostlyinrelationto global econom ¢ sl owdown, and
hel p re-establish confidence in the international system

Earlier, Zoellick called on Dr Mahathir and conveyed to hi mPresi dent
Bush's appreciation of aletter sent to himlast week by the Prime M nister
on his counter-terrori smproposals.

He stated that the President was keen to meet Dr Mahathir to further
di scuss the i ssue at t he Shanghai Asi a Pacific Econom ¢ Cooperation (Apec)
Forum

Zoel l'i ck had al so net M nister of International Trade and | ndustry
Dat uk Seri Rafidah Aziz and Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar
today. -- BERNAMA
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