25 DEC 2001

USE FESTI VI TI ES TO ENHANCE RACI AL TI ES, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUWMPUR, Dec 25 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said
t he Mal aysi an practice of joiningin the religious festivals of other races
can strengthen ties and unity anong the people.

Thi s practice had becone a Mal aysi an culture, the prine mnister said
t oday.

"Thi s way we can understand each other's religion and enhance
relationship to maintain peace in our country.

"I'n Mal aysia we visit one another during celebrations,” he told a news
conference when attending the Chri st mas open house jointly organi sed by the
Mal aysi an Chri stian Federati on and Roman Cat hol i ¢ Ar chbi shop Rev Ant hony
Fernandez at Jal an Bukit Nenas here.

W shing Christians a Merry Christmas, Dr Mahathir said non-Mislinms had
al so joined himfor breaking of fast during the recent Ramadan.

The prime minister's wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali al so
attended the open house.
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