07 SEP 2001
SEA- Mahat hi r
USE SEA GAMES TO MAKE ASEAN STAND TALL, SAYS MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 7 (Bernamm) -- The 21st Kual a Lunpur SEA Ganes
shoul d see a new awakeni ng i n Sout heast Asia on international sports, Prine
M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad said

"If it can prove to be an i nportant watershed, we in Malaysia will be
the first to endeavour to nake cogent contri buti on towards gal vani si ng
Sout heast Asi an sportsnen and sportswonen.” he sai d.

Dr Mahathir said this was aimed at inproving standards in ternms of
managemnment, coachi ng and performance so that i n due course Asean woul d
stand tall in the world of international sport.

He said this in his nessage entitled "...of Athletes and Regi ona
Cooperation" in the official souvenir programe of the 21st SEA Ganes.

The Prine M nister said there was no reason why the sporting comunity
inthis region could not cone together to assist one another in pursuing
excel | ence.

The 10-day Ganes involving 10 countries will be opened by Yang
di - Pertuan Agong Sul t an Sal ahuddi n Abdul Azi z Shah at the National Stadi um
in Bukit Jalil tonorrow.

"Regi onal cooperation should not be confined only to politics and
economcs. It is equally relevant inthe field of sports,” he said.

"Sport may not al ways be triunphant over politics and econom cs, but
neither has it been permanently i ncapacitated by upheaval s and r ecessi ons, "
he said.

Dr Mahathir said it was for all Southeast Asian participants to
endeavour to contribute unconprom singly to the success of the Ganes.

Sout heast Asia's ability to work together should no | onger be in doubt,
he said.

But sport, which has proven the nost resilient, has one nore major
target to pursue -- to work towards el evating the standard of its athletes
so that in the not too distant future Southeast Asian athl etes woul d earn
the respect of the world, he said.

International sport, including the Aynpics, has al ways had wi der
i mplications than just to provide the occasion for athletes to denonstrate
who anong thembel ong to the superior breed, he said.

The gat hering of people fromseveral countries cannot but engender a
spirit of camaraderie, in many cases leading to firmfriendshi p among
conpetitors and spectators, he said.

" Har noni ous di pl omatic ties anpbng nati ons cannot be sustained purely by
cl ose rapport anong the | eaders. Wthout roots, the growth of trees cannot
be sustained," he said.

Indeed it was with the aimof fostering closer friendship anong the
peopl es of Sout heast Asia that the Southeast Asia Peninsul ar (SEAP) Ganes
was i naugurated in 1959 i n Bangkok.

"Mal aysia is hosting the Ganes at a crucial stage in the history of the
regi on. Yet the consensus of opinion anbng those charged with the
organi sation of the Ganes is that it should be one of the best, if not the
best ever," Dr Mahathir.

Mal aysi a's very successful hosting of the Conmonweal th Ganes in 1998,
the first Asian country given the honour, is sufficient assurance that it
has the experience and capacity to achi eve the high standards it has set
for itself, he said.
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