24 SEP 2001
Sar awak- Mahat hi r (el ection)
USE STATE ELECTI ON TO | MPROVE QUALI TY OF LI FE, DR M TELLS SARAWAKI ANS

SEMOP (Sarikei Division), Sept 24 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad t oday cal | ed on Sarawaki ans to use Thursday's state el ection as yet
anot her opportunity to bring about inprovenent to their quality of life.

The Prine Mnister said they should not be influenced by the opposition
whi ch was bent on sowi ng hatred agai nst the governnent.

“"Inreality, they will never be able to do anything for the people." he
sai d when opening the RVb5-million water supply project that woul d benefit
about 13,000 people on Pulau Bruit and i n Serdeng here.

Dr Mahathir said the federal and state governments were focusing
attention on devel opi ng every part of the country.

"I'n doing so, we will not negl ect even the snallest of place especially
areas wi thout water and el ectricity supply,” he said.

He assured the people in Sarawak that the federal government woul d
assi st the state governnent to devel op i sol ated places |ike Pulau Bruit
wher e about 60 per cent of the islanders lived in poverty.

He said the federal governnent was aware that there were still many
pl aces especially in Sabah and Sarawak with a bi g popul ati on of poor
peopl e.

He said the federal government woul d continue to provide nore
allocation to help inprove the situation

"This is not an enpty pronmise. We will fulfil themunlike the
opposition party | eaders who can only talk and criticise.

"What ever we can spend, we will spend for the people's benefit. W need
to ensure the government's incone is fairly distributedto all places in
the country," he said.

He said it was fortunate that the i ncomes of the federal and Sarawak
state governnents had been increasing significantly fromday to day.

Touchi ng on the Sarawak state el ection, Dr Mahathir, who is al so
Bari san Nasi onal (BN) chairnman, said he was confident the BN woul d agai n
formthe next state government with the people's support and cooperation

He said Sarawak was a state with vast potentials givenits size as big
as Peni nsul ar Mal aysi a.

"Wth a strong state government, Sarawak can be further devel oped to be
on par with sonme of the devel oped states,” he said.

A resoundi ng wi n woul d enabl e the BN state governnment to devel op
i solated places |like Pulau Bruit inmediately.

Inthis regard, he asked Agriculture M nister Datuk Effendi Norwaw ,
who is al so the Menber of Parliament for the area, to plan for its
devel opnent .

Dr Mahat hir said he was di sappointed with the | ack of devel opnent in
t he area whi ch was descri bed by Chief Mnister Tan Sri Abdul Tai b Mahnud in
hi s speech earlier as the nost backward place in the state.

The prime minister said it would take tinme to bring significant
devel oprment to the area in view of the high cost invol ved

He call ed on the people here to vote for the BN incunbent for Serdeng
Dat uk Mbhd Asfia Awang Nassar so t hat what had been and are bei ng pl anned
coul d proceed uni nterrupt ed.

Mohd Asfia, the State Legislative Assenbly Speaker, who i s def endi ng
the seat for the third term is being chall enged by Awang Kadi r Madahan, an
i ndependent .

Pulau Bruit is part of the Serdeng state constituency. It has 6, 385



Mel anau/ Mal ay voters, 1,647 | bans and 70 Chi nese.

Together with the other state constituenci es of Bel awai and Mat u- Dar o,
they formed t he Kual a Raj ang parlianentary constituency.
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