18/ 07/ 2001
US, Malaysia to further inprove relations

Must apha Kani | in Washi ngton DC

FOREI GN M ni ster Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Al bar came out satisfied with his
first neeting ever with United States Secretary of State CGeneral Colin L.
Powel I here on Monday.

On Arerica's end, a US State Departnent spokesman sai d Washi ngt on
wel coned Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad' s intention in
wanting to better bilateral ties with the United States.

Ti es between the two countries, while strongly enanell ed wi th economc
activities especially trade, have not been as snmooth in the political
field.

"W are nore confortable in dealing with the present US adm nistration,"
Syed Hanmid said after his neeting with Powell.

He was conparing US-Mal aysia bilateral ties during the present President
George W Bush admi nistration and that of the |ast few years of Cinton
rul e.

The Bush administration is nore "forward | ooki ng" Syed Ham d added,
saying the di scussion with Powel |l indicated Washington was willing to
constructively engage Malaysia in bilateral issues despite the countries
sharp differences on certain matters.

bservers said it was a cordial neeting, sonme describing Powell as being
in ajovial nood.

Powel | said the differences in views between the two nations nust not
stop themfrom |l ooking forward and continui ng constructive di al ogues to
better bilateral ties.

Bot h Powel| and Syed Hami d used the neeting to di scuss Asean regi onal
i ssues ahead of the forthcom ng Asean Post-M ni sterial conference and
Asean Regi onal Forumin Hanoi.

The Foreign Mnister said America still considered Asean an i nportant
strategic partner and a vital elenment towards a stable Asia.

On a recent State Department report putting Ml aysia on the | owest rungs
in countries involved in the trafficking in persons, Syed Hami d said the
departnment was not in control of such findings nmade by outside parties it
engages to do the reports.

He said such reports were not fair, considering Ml aysia' s tough | aws
agai nst human trafficking.

CGenerally, the Foreign M nister said Washi ngton had shown a | esser
tendency now to teach other countries how to govern thensel ves, although
it continued to air its views at tinmes.

Meanwhi | e, the State Departnment spokesman sai d Washi ngton remai ned
concerned about Mal aysia's human rights standard, although he did not
el abor at e.

He said the issue of jailed former Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahi mwas nentioned briefly but was not a central issue in Syed
Hami d's neeting with Powel |.

The issue was al so nmentioned briefly during a |lunch neeting between Syed
Ham d and former US Defence Secretary WIIiam Cohen.

Syed Hanmi d has been on a whirlw nd tour of several nations during the
past three weeks, largely to sell Malaysia's viability as a trading
partner and to |l ook for new opportunities to strengthen ties with these
countri es.

He hoped the visits would open new tradi ng opportunities and nmarkets for
Mal aysi an products, especially edible oil as there was now a surpl us stock



in the country.

Bef ore coming here, he visited Mali, Mrocco, Russia and Pol and.

The trip to Moscow, he said, was also in preparation for Dr Mahathir's
forthcomng visit to Russia. The Prime Mnister is also scheduled to visit
Ger many.

Meanwhi | e, Bush announced he had pi cked Mari e Huhtal a, who has been
deputy chief of mssion in Thailand since 1998, as US anbassador to
Mal aysi a.

Huht al a served as director of the office of Burma, Canbodia, Laos,

Thai | and, and Vi et nanmese affairs from1996 to 1998.
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