04/ 09/ 2001

USMto hol d dial ogues between national figures, students

PENANG, Mon. - Mre frequent dial ogues between national figures and
students - via intellectual forums - will enable Universiti Sains Ml aysia
to ensure that its students do not resort to "underground” activities
whi |l e on canpus.

By allowi ng them nore freedom of expression through these discourses,
USM Vi ce- Chancel | or Prof essor Datuk Dzul ki fli Abdul Razak today said
students woul d be better focused in their studies, if they were allowed to
rai se their concerns over current issues in a productive nmanner.

The platformfor these discussions will be the university's Wacana
Mal aysi ana di al ogue series, which was | aunched in July.

"Al't hough we have had no overt reason to be concerned with our |ecturers
and students given the devel opnents which have occurred in the past few
weeks, we nmay need to be nore vigilant against nilitant novenents being
formed here."

He was speaking to reporters after Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu
Koon | aunched t he two-day "National Ecol ogy and Mdel | i ng Wrkshop" at
USM s nai n canmpus in M nden here.

Dzul ki fli was conmenting on Press reports today quoting Prine M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad sayi ng that university |lecturers and ot her
staff who used students to underm ne the Government woul d be renpved

Wth over 2,000 acadenmi c staff at its three canpuses in Penang and
Kel antan, Dzul kifli said no negative feedback on the performance of its
| ecturers had been received.

USM s student popul ation is 23, 000.

"Qur other channels of feedback includes our students, the canmpus
communi ty and external sources which we verify through existing
nmechani sns, " he sai d.

When asked whet her a "Speaker's Corner"” which used to be part of USM s
backdrop in the early 1970s woul d be re-introduced so students could voice
their concerns on current issues, Dzulkifli did not discount the
possibility.

"We nust first ensure that students know what intellectual discourse is
about .

"Until and unless they understand the decorum needed for such exchanges
via our foruns, a Speaker's Corner could be counter-productive.”
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