15/ 12/ 2001

Usman's family grateful for menori al

PETALI NG JAYA, Fri. - The fam |y of national |aureate Datuk Dr Usnman Awang
has expressed its gratitude to the Johor Government for its plan to build
a nenorial to himin his birthplace of Kuala Sedili

El dest daughter Haslina said today that the famly was touched by this
gesture and expressed heartfelt support for the plan, which they had
| earnt of fromthe newspapers.

As yet, no representative fromthe State Governnent had contacted t hem
she sai d.

Usrman, one of Johor's illustrious sons, died on Nov 29 after a | ong
battle with di abetes and heart disease. He | eft behind a | egacy of sone of
the best literary works that many in and outside the literary fraternity
felt woul d benefit generations of Ml aysians.

The Johor Governnent's menorial plan is a way of ensuring that his works
do not die with the man

Johor Education and Manpower, Youth, Sports and Culture Conmittee
chai rman Ahmad Zahri Janil| said on Wednesday that a special comrttee had
been set up to expedite the construction of the nenorial, in the formof a
museum to display Usman's works and personal artefacts.

Haslina, 44, said Usman's family appreciated this gesture. She said it
was too early for themto make any deci sion on whether his persona
bel ongi ngs coul d be given away to the nmuseum

Hasl ina al so expressed the famly's gratitude to the scores of
Mal aysi ans, including Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad,
Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi and Hospital Pant ai
group chief executive officer Datuk Dr R dzwan Abu Bakar, who extended
t heir condol ences.
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