08 JUL 2001
UUM Satellite
UUM TO BE FI RST VARSI TY TO USE SATELLI TE- BASED | CT

ALOR SETAR, July 8 (Bernamm) -- The Universiti Utara Malaysia (UUM in
Sintok near here will be the first local university to use satellite
technol ogy for Internet and Intranet facilities when the system becones
operational this August.

Its Vice-Chancell or Datuk Dr Ahmad Fawzi Basri said today that with the
i mpl ementation of the satellite-based facilities, UUMwoul d becone a fully
wireless outfit in the operations of Information and Conmuni cations
Technol ogy (ICT).

"UUMis noving towards | CT adopti on based on the borderl ess open sky
concept i n dissenm nating and acquiring know edge fromal |l information
centres throughout the world," he said at the handing over of conputers to
educational institutions and non-governnental organi sations here.

However, he could not provide details on the systemand the cost
i nvol ved.

Dr Ahnmad Fawzi said UUMwoul d be transforned froma wired university to
an intelligent university when all its residential colleges and buil di ngs
were |l inked up with a comuni cations network using statellite technol ogy.

UUMis nowclose to achieving its anmbition of becom ng an e-university
with the i nplenmentation of an el ectronic administration.

He al so said UUMwoul d set up three centres for assenbling the
"Serindl T* conputers under a vendor progranme to be nanaged by its
subsi di ary, Uni utama Managenent Sdn Bhd.

The centres identified are the Keda Small and Medi um | ndustry Centre in
Napoh, Kubang Pasu Parliamentary Constituency Conmunity Education Centrein
Jitra and Kanpung Kok Kl ang Rural Information Centre in Perlis.

Apart fromproviding training opportunities to youths, these centres
will also create jobs in the conputer industry.

The UUM assenbl ed "Serindl T" conputers were | aunched by Prine M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad in April |ast year.
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