08 MAR 2001
Mahat hi r - Mal ays
UWNO- PAS MEETI NG ONLY TO DI SCUSS MALAY | NTERESTS, SAYS PM

PUTRAJAYA, March 8 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d today that matters Umo wish to discuss inits neeting with
PAS are those affecting Malay interests |ike the special rights of the
Mal ays, the position of Islamand the national |anguage, and the status of
the Mal ay Rul ers.

He said this was because there were attenpts by certain quarters to
chal l enge the interests of the Malays as enshrined in the federal
constitution and political parties representing the Malays |ike Umo and
PAS shoul d set aside political differences and def end what were provi ded
for under the constitution.

"My wish to neet is only for the purpose of tal king over such matters
and it does not affect PAS struggles and | amcertain that PAS al so w sh
to defend them" he told a news conference at the Prime Mnister's
Depart nent here.

Dr Mahathir said that he was prepared to nmeet PAS even in an informal
di scussi on.

He said that the proposed neeting between Umo and PAS di d not nean
that the two parties had intention to confront the other races in the
country.

The prinme ninister said that he had called for a news conference today
to prevent confusion which may arose anong t he peopl e and PAS itself
foll owi ng Umo's action in not disclosing what the party wanted to achi eve
t hrough the neeting.

He said: "Maybe this has caused confusi on anong the peopl e and PAS does
not know what is wi shed for by Umo. Therefore, | feel it is better for ne
to explain so that the people will not be confused over Umo's stand. "

El aborating, he said it was essential that the neeting was held in view
of the different response between the two parties on issues raised
regarding the interests of the Ml ays.

"For instance, there are tines when the special rights of the Ml ays
are chal | enged. Qur federal constitution has determ ned these speci al
rights. When questioned, their response differed, according to their
parties whereas the threat is against the Mal ays.

"The Mal ays shoul d stop pl aci ng enphasi s on factions or parties and
i nstead defend the interests of their race," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that simlar actions nust be taken when there were
quarters chal l engi ng the position of Islamand t he nati onal | anguage.

The prinme minister said that definitely Umo i s opposed to PAS and
Keadilan in the political arena but "we believe they will join Umo in
def endi ng the provisions (pertaining tothe Malays) in the constitution".

Dr Mahathir, who is Umo president, reiterated that Umo had no
intention to ask PASto nerge with Umo or to ask the party to join the
Bari san Nasi onal .

Responding to a reporter, he said that the chal |l enge agai nst the
position of the Mal ays posed a danger not only to the Malays but also to
the nati on.

Conmenting on the pre-conditions set by PAS before tal ks could be held
bet ween hi mand PAS presi dent Datuk Fadzil Noor, Dr Mahathir said: "If we
can neet, at least | can nake clarifications regarding then'.

Asked what action will be taken by Umo if PAS insists on their
pre-conditions, he said: "I think with the explanation that the Umo-PAS



nmeeting only involves specific matters, maybe they will change their stand.
| feel that conmon sense will prevail".

PAS wants Umo to neet three conditions, pertaining to the oil royalty
payment to Terengganu, the publication of "Harakah” fromtw ce a nonth to
twi ce weekly as previously, and Umo's proposal on the ban of the use of
the word "Islant in the name of political parties, before the neeting
between the two parties could be hel d.

Umo has accepted PAS initial conditions for discussions to include
i ssues pertaining to Datuk Seri Anwar | brahim allegations of abuses in the
government admi ni stration, and not to confine the talks to the i ssue of
Mal ay unity.

Dr Mahathir said: "I still have hopes that the nmeeting will take
pl ace".
To anot her question, he said that support for Umo was still strong

even though it had been slightly eroded.

According to him it was not unusual for political parties to
experience ups and downs.

Asked to comment on the filing of a suit by the Terengganu gover nment
t oday agai nst the federal government and the national oil company Petronas
over the oil royalty issue, Dr Mahathir said that it was the right of the
state governnent to do so and the | aw shoul d take its course.

Meanwhi |l e, Umo secretary-general Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob, who heads
Umo's technical teamon the talks, told reporters that he woul d i nf ormPAS
on the scope of discussions proposed by Umo.

"I will informthemthat this is our agenda, these are the matters we
wi sh to discuss. Previously, we nmentioned a w der scope, that of Ml ay
unity. Now, the PMhas defined what he neant," he sai d.

Asked when the techni cal committees of both parties will have their
next neeting, he said: "W are i n comunicati on now'.

The technical conmittees already met twi ce, on Feb 8 and 16.
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