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VAJPAYEE DESCRI BES VI SIT AS SUCCESSFUL

KUALA LUMPUR, 16 May (Bernama) -- Indian Prime M nister Atal Bihari
Vaj payee described his visit to Mal aysi a as very successful and a happy
one, said Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar today

Speaking to reporters after a talk organised by the Institute of
Di pl omacy and Forei gn Rel ati ons here, he said Vaj payee had tol d hi mthat he
had had producti ve and constructive di scussions with Prime M ni ster Dat uk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad during his visit here.

Vaj payee had brought the biggest-ever Indian delegation to visit
Mal aysia fromMay 13 to May 16, with an entourage of 135 nmenbers, of which
65 were fromthe private sector.

He said the trip had been worthwhile judging fromthe number of
menor anda of under standi ng (MOU) bei ng si gned bet ween t he Mal aysi an and
I ndian private sectors.

As for matters pertaining to regional security touched by the Indian
prenmier at today's talk, Syed Hanmi d said he was happy that Vaj payee had
reiterated India's intentionto respect and agree to Asia's treaty on a
nucl ear-free zone.

Vaj payee had said that India, a nuclear weapon state, will respect the
status of Southeast Asia as a nuclear-free zone.

I ndi a becane a sectoral dial ogue partner of Asean in 1992, a full
di al ogue partner in 1995 and nenber of the Asean Regi onal Forumin 1996.

Meanwhil e, the Indian Prine Mnister's del egation had earlier during
the trip, visited Putrajaya as well as taken to view Petronas Twi n Tower,
the tallest building in the world.

| ssues of inportance to both Mal aysia and I ndia such as on comodity
tariffs, globalization, trade and i nvestment were gi ven due consi derati on
during di scussions, talks and foruns held throughout the visit.

Matters concerning the high inport | evy i nposed on pal moil has been
pursued actively with India nmaking a conmm tnent to reviewthe | evy whil e at
the same tinme, Mal aysia has agreed to rectify the i nbal ance in bil ateral
trade.

The visit too sawa total of 15 MOUs bei ng signed, including two
relating to space technol ogy and programe.

The confi dence over future cooperation in trade and i nvestnent between
the two countries al so sawthe Confederation of Indian Industry (C1)
voicingitsintentiontoopenits officein Malaysia, its 10th overseas. --
BERNAMA

SHO SEL



	VAJPAYEE DESCRIBES VISIT AS SUCCESSFUL (Bernama 16/05/2001)

