17/ 05/ 2001

Vaj payee calls for closer ties with Asean at sumit |eve

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - India today called for closer ties with Asean at the
sunmt level in an effort to enhance its alliance with Southeast Asian
countri es.

Prime Mnister Atal Bihari Vajpayee, representing the | argest denocracy
inthe world, said sutmmit-1level interactions between India and Asean woul d
be of mutual benefit.

He said India had had positive co-operation with the European Union on a
simlar level.

"W can intensify our interaction and synchroni se our actions in world
fora. W can together forma form dable force working for gl obal peace and
security, equitable econom c devel opnent and social justice," he said at
the "I ndi a- Asean: Shared Perspectives" public | ecture.

I ndi a has been pushing for an Asean-India Sunmit after beconming a ful
di al ogue partner and participant of the Asean Regi onal Forum (ARF) in
1996.

In his speech this norning, Vajpayee voiced India's vision for a smart
partnership with Asean in all the vital econom c sectors.

"W seek a dialogue bilaterally and nmultilaterally with countries in the
regi on to harnoni se our positions on key issues of devel opnent, trade,

i nvest nent and environnent .

"It is an anbitious agenda but we have the collective strength to
implement it. Wiat we need is the political will and the highest-1evel
commtnment to a sincere, frank and conprehensive I ndi a- Asean di al ogue, "
Vaj payee sai d.

Specifically suggesting an annual India-Asean sumrt which could act as
an effective conductor between the two growi ng econom es, he said that
rat her than conpeting, India and Asean could in fact conpl enent each
ot her.

Citing the advancenents in the technol ogical sector as a glaring
exanpl e, he said: "Each of our countries has achi eved experti se and even
dom nance in certain areas of technology. It is crucial that we should co-
operate in exploiting the synergi es between us, rather than duplicating
capacities or undercutting each other."

Vaj payee al so pointed out the need for greater co-operation to overcone
the various transboundary probl ens facing India and Asean.

Stating poverty, energy, food shortage, popul ation growth and incurable
di seases as factors of deep concern, he called for a holistic approach in
addr essi ng t hese probl ens.

He said regional security issues were also very rmuch inter-rel ated
bet ween the two nei ghbouring region.

Cont endi ng that India and Asean were on the same side of the socio-
econom ¢ divide of globalisation, Vajpayee said that the "weak" shoul d not
be neglected in the race for rapid gl obalisation.

He said that the 1997 regional economc crisis nust serve as an eye-
opener so that devel opi ng econonmi es woul d not remain vul nerable to
destabilisation or stagnation froma rush into globalisation

Vaj payee al so agreed with Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad' s repeated call for reforns of the international financial
structure.

Speaki ng on the | ast public engagenent during his four-day worKking
visit, Vajpayee stressed India's conmitnent towards what he described as a



common "vi si on".

"My Government stands ready to work towards the realisation of this
vision."

Hours | ater, Vajpayee and his 135-nenber del egation |left for hone.

He was seen off at the KL International Airport by Foreign M nister
Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar.

Al so present were Deputy Information M nister Datuk Khalid Yunus, who
was the minister-in-attendance and I ndian H gh Comni ssioner to Ml aysi a
Veena Sikri.
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