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By: Ahmad Kami| Tahir

KUALA LUMPUR, May 12 (Bernama) -- Indian Prime Mnister Atal Bihari
Vaj payee's four-day visit to Mal aysi a begi nning tonorroww || provide the
i npet us for enhanced cooperation in various fields between both countries,

I ndi an Hi gh Commi ssi oner Veena Sikri said today.

She said I ndia was | ooking foward to having a full range of cooperation
with Mal aysia in nany areas such as in education, econony, trade and
comerce as well as in the social, cultural and I nformation Technol ogy (IT)
fields.

Inan intervieww th Bernama at her office here, Veena said the close
trade and cultural rel ati onshi p between Ml aysi a and | ndi a woul d be further
enhanced through her Prime Mnister's visit.

She said the main focus of the tal ks whi ch Vaj payee woul d hold with
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad woul d be on devel opi ng t he
vast business potential between | ndia and Mal aysi a

"Busi ness rel ati onshi p between I ndi a and Mal aysi a has bi g potential for
both ways .It is in many ways a win-win relationship," she said.

"There are nany potential areas which both sides can exploit. For
exanple in the area of infrastructure Ml aysi an conpani es are buil di ng
roads i n I ndia and | ndi an conpani es are building railways i n Mal aysi a," she
sai d.

Veena sai d Vaj payee woul d be acconpani ed by a 135-nenber del egati on
i ncludi ng 75 I ndi an busi nessmen.

She said this denonstrated | ndian busi nessnen' s confidence i n Mal aysi a
as the gateway for Indian products, especially inIT, to other Asean
countri es.

"Indiais one of the world's largest |IT software producers and Ml aysi a
has very good infrastructure in |IT as well for the hardware industry as
well as in the electronic and el ectrical sector.”

"Indiais the largest inporter of Mal aysian palmoil and simlarly
Mal aysia i mports a |l ot of neat and foodstuffs fromindia ... sowe like to
devel op this partnership,” she added.

"Mal aysi a has t ermendously wel | devel oped infrastructure facilities and
it will be excellent for Indian conpanies to conme here and then export to
the rest of Asean.”

Veena sai d to devel op the partnership between Ml aysi an and | ndi an
busi nessnmen, a one day Ml aysi a-1ndi a busi ness forumwoul d be held at the
Putra World Trade Centre during Vaj payee's visit.

She sai d besi des various trade agreenments, India hoped to sign a
Menmor andum of Under st andi ng (MOU) with Mal aysia on | T cooperation, free
visa travel, tourismas well as on avoi dance of doubl e taxation
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