14 MAY 2001
Vaj payee- Wl come
VAJPAYEE ATTENDS OFFI Cl AL VELCOVE CEREMONY AT PUTRAJAYA

PUTRAJAYA, May 14 (Bernama) -- Indian Prime Mnister Atal Bihari
Vaj payee who arrived here yesterday for a four-day visit to Ml aysi a
attended an of ficial wel cone cerenony for himhere today.

On arrival at the Dataran Putra here, Vaj payee was received by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad and ot her dignitaries.

The cerenony i ncl uded a guard of honour mounted by 106 officers and nen
of the First Battalion Royal Mal ay Regi ment. The Royal Ml aysi an Navy Band
was al so in attendance.

The I ndian Prine M nister than shook hands w th Ml aysi an Cabi net
M ni sters and nenbers of the foreign di plomatic corps.

Vaj payee then adj ourned for tal ks behind cl osed doors with Dr Mahathir.

After about 40 m nutes they energed and j oi ned t he del egati on | evel
neetings between the two countries.

Vaj payee and Dr Mahathir |ater w tnessed the signing of a nunber of
agreenents and Menorandum of Under standi ng (MOU) between | ndia and
Mal aysi a.

This is Vaj payee's first visit to Mal aysia since becom ng Prine
M nister of India in Cctober 1999.

This evening he will hold talks with Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badawi and toni ght attend an of ficial dinner in his honour
hosted by Dr Mahathir at his official residence, Seri Perdana, here.
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