13 NOV 2001
Mahat hi r - Deepaval
VALUE PEACE, CHERI SH RACI AL TOLERANCE, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 13 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad has
urged Mal aysi ans to sustain efforts to consolidate the prevailing raci al
tol erance and hel p the nation preserve the prosperity it has been bl essed
Wi th.

The Prime Mnister said it was the stability and harnony arising from
the spirit of co-existence of all its citizens that steered Malaysia into
bei ng t he nost devel oped of devel oping countries

"Wthout these values we may not be abl e to advance and prosper at a
| evel we are enjoying now," Dr Mahathir said in a nessage to mark Deepaval i
whi ch all Mal aysi an Hi ndus wi || cel ebrate tonorrow.

Despite Mal aysia being an Islanmic state and Muslins forming the
majority of its people, therights of other conmunities to profess in other
faiths and practise own cultures are preserved and enshrined in the
Constitution, he said.

Even the snal | est Mal aysi an conmunity woul d enjoy its political, socia
and economic rights and freedom anong other things, he said.

Dr Mahat hir sai d perpetuating the Mal aysi an tradition of hosting open
house during festivities woul d be one way towards strengthening
under st andi ng and tol erance among nulti-raci al Mal aysi ans.

Unl i ke sone ot her countries which disintegrated because of comunal
cl ashes and sectari an vi ol ence, Mal aysi a on the ot her hand saw f orei gn
immgrants risking death just to enter it for a better life, he said.

Wiile it was normal for devel oped countries to pose such attraction for
foreign inmgrants, Ml aysia was an exception, he said.

The fact that two million foreign nationals had entered Ml aysi a either
t hrough the proper way or illegally spoke of the opportunities that a
peacef ul and progressive Mal aysia of fered them he said.

Dr Mahat hir hoped reasonabl e and rati onal Ml aysi ans woul d cherish this
reality of Malaysia' s well-being and appreci ate the good fortune of not
having to inmrigrate to other countries to survive

"Ml aysia is our country and we have to nake sure it enjoys everlasting
peace and continues to progress,” Dr Mahat hir said.

He was convi nced that through nmutual respect Ml aysi ans woul d not fee
threatened i n upholding their rights to practise their respective religion
or cul ture.

Dr Mahat hir however rem nded Mal aysians to be wary of attenpts, of
| ate, by extrem st groups out to spark off di sharnony and di srupt the
prevailing peace.

The prine mnister warned such el ements that "the government will not
conprom se with any radi cal group pursuing narrow i deol ogi cal cause in
utter disregard for the rights of the other comunities and fol | oners of
other religions."
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