16 MAR 2001
Chong (Reacti on)
VARI QUS GROUPS WELCOME CHONG S APPO NTMENT AS CM

KOTA KI NABALU, March 16 (Bernama) -- Various groups in Sabah today
wel conmed t he appoi nt ment of Dat uk Chong Kah Ki at as t he new Sabah Chi ef
M ni ster succeedi ng Datuk Osu Sukam

Osu has conpl eted his two-year termunder the systemof rotation of the
Sabah Chi ef M nister's post for that peri od anong Musl i mBum put er as,
non- Musl i m Bum put eras and the Chi nese community.

Congratul ati ng Chong, they expressed confidence that he woul d get all
t he support to enable himto di scharge his new duti es.

Parti Bersatu Rakyat Sabah (PBRS) Deputy President Datuk Dr Jeffrey
Ki ti ngan sai d,"W wel cone the deci si on nade by Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad to appoi nt Dat uk Chong Kah Kiat as the new Sabah Chi ef
M nister."

"W congratul ate hi mon his appoi nt ment and all of us will extend our
full cooperationto him.. ...it is a good choice, | amsure he will be a
good Chief Mnister," he said in a statenent.

Several Sabah Umo | eaders al so expressed support for the newstate
gover nnment | eader ship.

Sabah Umo Yout h Chi ef Tawfi q Abu Bakar Titingan said the nmovenent had
conveyed its views tothe Prime Mnister onthe rotation systemand agreed
to his decision.

"The deci sion shoul d be accepted cal my. W expect cooperation fromthe
ot her conponent parties for thisis a big sacrifice which Umo is nakingin
the interest of unity and political stability in Sabah," he said.

Sabah Wanita Umo Chi ef Dat uk Dayang Mahani Tun Pengiran Ahmad Raffae
sai d Sabah Umo shoul d focus on efforts to develop the state.

Dayang Mahani said al t hough Sabah Umo's aspiration to have the
rotation systemabolished did not materialise, still the party had the
advant age as the representative of Musli mBuni puteras would serve for two
terms under every round of the rotation system

"The new formul a gi ves the advantage to Umo directly or
indirectly...we have to abide by the decisionin the interest of the
party's future and the Bari san Nasi onal ,"” she added.
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