10 JUN 2001
Mahat hi r- El ecti on
VARI OUS FACTORS | N VOTER REG STRATI ON EXERCI SE TO BE REVI EVED, SAYS PM

KUALA LUVMPUR, June 10 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanad sai d today that various factors in the voter registration
exercise need to be reviewed to ensure a fair el ection.

He said this included the right of a citizen to register as a voter in
a constituency.

"We found that various procedures in the voter registration exercise
are not f ool proof.

"We al ways found that when el ections are held, nany voters are unabl e
to vote...this occurred in Lunas when many pro-governnment voters were
unable to vote," he told reporters at the Royal Mal aysian Air Force ( RVAF)
station in Subang near here on his return after a four-day visit to Japan.

Dr Mahat hir was asked on the need for a review of the voter
regi stration exercise follow ng the deci sion of the Kota Ki nabal u Hi gh
Court two days ago declaring the election result in the Likas state
constituency in the state election on March 13, 1999 null and voi d.

The seat was won by the Barisan Nasional (BN).

The Hi gh Court rul ed that phantomvoters were found in the el ectoral
roll.

It also delcared the electoral roll 1998 used in the constituency
during the el ection as invalid due to the exi stence of phantomvoters.

Fol | owi ng the Hi gh Court's decision, a fresh election will have to be
conducted in the constituency as the El ecti on O fences Act does not all ow
for an appeal .

Dr Mahathir, who is BN chairman, said that the BN accepted the court's
deci si on and woul d now have to prepare for a by-election.

The prine mnister said that in the Lunas state by-el ection, nany
pro-government voters found their names nmissing fromthe el ectoral roll
al | egedl y because they have noved out and no | onger residing in the
constituency.

"At the sane tinme, we found thousands of people from Kel ant an
especially, living in Kuala Lunpur, still registered as voters in Kel ant an.

"Way this happens we don't really know...maybe it's unintentional,"” he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir said that he hinmself had been residing in Kual a Lunpur for
over 25 years but still registered as a voter in Titi Gaj ah, Kedah, but
nobody rai sed the matter.

Asked on the all egation that over 4,000 objections raised over the
el ectoral roll in Likas were not dealt with by the El ecti on Comni ssion, the
prinme minister said that the allegation that the El ecti on Commi ssi on had
not acted on themwas i nappropri ate.

He said that the ruling party had al so rai sed vari ous objections with
t he El ecti on Commi ssion and t he body had responded even t hough sone of the
response gi ven could not be readily accepted by the ruling party.

"The ruling party also felt dissatisfied over (sone of) the response
gi ven and we are maki ng queries over the clarifications given," he said.

Asked whet her former Sabah Chi ef M nister Datuk Yong Teck Lee, who won
the seat in the state el ection, would be fielded to defend the seat, Dr
Mahat hir said that the BN had not decided on the matter.

On when he woul d fill the post of Umo treasurer vacated by Tun Daim
Zai nuddi n, Dr Mahathir, who is al so Umo president, said that it woul d be
done as soon as possible.



Dr Mahathir is now tenporarily holding the post.
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