17/ 11/ 2001
"Hel p Orang Asli devel opnent’

Cheah Chor Sooi; Aniza Danis

PETALI NG JAYA, Fri. - The Government will provi de adequate support to
property devel opers keen to assist in the devel opment of the Orang Asli
conmuni ty.

Referring to the Bukit Lanjan Orang Asli resettlenent project devel oped
by the Enkay G oup, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad
expressed hope that other devel opers would carry out simlar projects.

The Governnent woul d provi de enough allocation to ensure that the O ang
Asli woul d enjoy the sane benefits as ot her Ml aysians.

"The Governnent has been sensitive to the rights and needs of the Orang
Asli for a very long tine," he said at the handi ng over of keys of
bungal ow and doubl e-storey terrace houses to 147 Orang Asli famlies in
Damansar a Perdana, Bukit Lanjan.

"I'n some other countries, the indi genous people were hunted down and
treated as | ess than human, and their children were taken away fromthem

"Many of themalso ended up in prison, where Iife was so hopel ess that
they resorted to suicide to be free."

Dr Mahathir said the Orang Asli Affairs Departnment (JHEOA) was set up
with the purpose of safeguarding the rights and future of the community as
wel |l as inmproving their standard of I|iving.

"There are those who feel that the Orang Asli community should stay in
the jungle, wthout education and without healthcare. But this is a purely
sel fish opinion."

Dr Mahat hir added that Orang Asli too were capabl e of achieving
progr ess.

"(To) change their lifestyle is not easy, but it is not inpossible
ei ther.”

Tok batin (village headman) |Isnmael Chat, in his speech, said the Orang
Asli woul d have to change their attitude and m nd-set to survive the
chal | enges of nodern life.

"They al so need to work hard to neet new responsibilities that cone with
this new way of |iving.

Under the 1996 resettl enent package jointly organi sed by the Sel angor
State CGovernnent and Enkay Group, the famlies would each receive a
si ngl e-st orey bungal ow, a doubl e-storey terrace house i n Damansara Damai
and a Rv45, 000 Amanah Saham Bum put era account.

The Sel angor State Governnent had approved the alienation of 256. 4ha
hectares of Orang Asli land in Bukit Lanjan to Saujana Triangle Sdn Bhd, a
subsi di ary of Enkay Group, in 1995.
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