24 MAY 2001
Venezuel a- Vi sit
VENEZUELAN PRESI DENT VI SI TI NG MALAYSI A MONDAY

KUALA LUMPUR, May 24 (Bernama) -- The President of Venezuel a Hugo
Chavez will be nmaking a two-day visit to Mal aysi a begi nni ng Monday to
enhance bilateral ties in trade, tourismand petrocheni cal industry, anong
ot her areas of cooperation.

The Venezuel an anbassador here Noel Ochoa told reporters today this
wi |l be Chavez's second visit tothe country. He first visited Malaysia in
COct ober 1999.

"We are also interested to cooperate with Mal aysia in rubber and palm
oil industry," the anbassador sai d.

This tine around Chavez will be acconpani ed by Foreign Affairs M nister
Col Luis Alfonso Davila, Science and Technol ogy M ni ster Dr Carl os Genati os
and Pl anni ng and Devel opnent M ni ster Dr Jorge G ordani.

Busi nessnen and senior officials are al so anong the 30- nmenber
presi dential entourage.

According to Cchoa, the Venezuel an presi dent recogni sed Mal aysia as a
nodel devel opi ng nati on whose progress and devel opnment shoul d be emul at ed.

"Ml aysi a has becone an exanple to be foll owed by the devel opi ng
countries in nation-building and devel oprment," he sai d.

Whi |l e here, Chavez is al so schedul ed to have an audi ence with t he Yang
di - Pertuan Agong Sul tan Sal ahuddi n Abdul Azi z Shah and hold talks with the
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

He is scheduled to | eave for Jakarta on Tuesday to attend the G 15
sumit neeting.
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