29 MAY 2001

VENEZUELAN PRESI DENT MEETS DR MAHATHI R | N PUTRAJAYA

PUTRAJAYA, May 29 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad hel d an
hour -1 ong di scussi on wi th Venezuel an Presi dent Hugo Chavez at the Prine
Mnister's office, here, today.

Chavez was net by the prime minister upon arrival at 12.15pmfor their
meet i ng whi ch focused on enhancing ti es bet ween Kual a Lunpur and Car acas.

This is the Venezuel an | eader's second visit to Malaysia, the first
being in Cctober 1999.

The 30-menber presidential entourage i ncl udes Foreign Mnister Col Luis
Al fonso Davil a, Science and Technol ogy M ni ster Dr Carl os Genati os and
Pl anni ng and Devel opmrent M nister Dr Jorge G ordani and a group of
busi nessnen.

After the neeting, Chavez and his del egati on proceeded to the Prine
M nister's official residence, Seri Perdana, for |unch hosted by Dr
Mahat hi r.

The president is scheduled to end his two-day visit to Malaysia this
eveni ng when he | eaves for Jakarta to attend the Group of 15 Summt, which
will also be attended by Dr Mahathir.
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