28 MAY 2001
Venezuel a- Arri val
VENEZUELA PRESI DENT ARRI VES FOR TWO- DAY VI SIT TO MALAYSI A

SEPANG, May 28 (Bernama) -- Venezuel a's President Hugo Chavez is in
Mal aysia for a two-day visit which is expected to increase trade and
tourismties between the two countries.

This is his second official visit to Mal aysia after having visited the
country in Cctober 1999.

Chavez was greeted on arrival at the KL International Airport here
today by Entreprenuer Devel opnent M nister Datuk Seri Mhaned Nazri Abdul
Azi z and Venezuel a' s Anbassador to Mal aysi a Noel Cchoa. Foreign M ni ster
Dat uk Seri Syed Hamid Al bar is in Indonesiain conjunctionwth the G15
summi t.

The 30-nmenber presidential entourage i ncl udes Foreign Mnister Col Luis
Al fonso Davila, Science and Technol ogy M nister Dr Carl os Genati os and
Pl anni ng and Devel opnment M ni ster Dr Jorge G ordani and busi nessmnen.

Tonorrow, Chavez will hold talks with Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad in Putraj aya.

He is al so expected to neet Primary I ndustries Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Li mKeng Yai k to di scuss i ncreased cooperati on between the two countries in
the area of rubber and plantation industries.

Chavez is scheduled to | eave for Jakarta tonorrowto attend the G oup
of 15 (G 15) summit.

During his last official trip to Malaysia, the two countries signed a
joint declarationto review, update and rel aunch all the agreenents signed
bet ween Venezuel a and Mal aysi a.

Venezuel a and Mal aysia had al so agreed to identify joint projects for
the future particularly in the area of the petrochem cal industry.
Venezuel a i s a nenber of the Organi sation of Petrol eumExporting Countries
(OPEC) .

The two countries al so decided to reactivate their joint commssionin
a bid to strengthen and renew bilateral ties and cooperation.

Chavez had t hen expressed concern over the small trade vol ume bet ween
Mal aysi a and Venezuel a whi ch he said, totalled US$30.6 millionin 1998,
down 18.5 per cent fromUS$37.6 mllion in 1997.
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