12/ 05/ 2001

Vet erans' contri butions renenbered

IT was their day, their celebration for they are the true fighters of the
United Malay National Organisation or since its inception, known sinply as
umo.

Yest erday, sone 1,400 Umo veterans nmade their way to the Merdeka Hal
of the Putra Wrld Trade Centre in Kuala Lunmpur as special guests at the
party's 55th anniversary cel ebration.

This year, Umo fittingly commenorates the founding of the party and the
veterans' contributions and struggle for independence that had nade
possi ble not only the uplifting of the Malays but al so nmuch of the
nati on's achi evenents today.

Anong the veterans at the gathering were ordinary party nenbers, fornmer
of fice bearers, state assenbl ynen and nmenbers of parlianment who
represent ed divisions throughout the country.

Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, deputy president Datuk
Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi , vice-presidents and other party | eaders joined
themat the special gathering.

Abdul | ah, Ummo vi ce-president Datuk Seri Mhanmad Naji b Abdul Razak, Umo
Yout h | eader Dat uk Hi shamuddi n Hussei n were anong Umo | eaders who j oi ned
them for |unch.

Earlier, they were wel coned on arrival at the hall by secretary-genera
Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob and others.

They included Tan Sri Miuhanmad Muhammad Tai b, Tan Sri Muhyi ddi n Yassin
Tan Sri Sul ai man Ni nam Shah and Dat uk Miust apa Mohamad.

In his wel comi ng speech, Khalil said the party appreciated and val ued
the veterans' contributions and sacrifices without which little could have
been achi eved.

"W thout your sacrifice, Umo could not have progressed to what it is
t oday.

"Al'l nenbers should be sensitive towards the party's devel opnent and be
commtted in ensuring Umo's continued progress.”

A docunentary was shown depicting the party's past struggle and its
achi evenent s today.

( END)
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