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Sar awak- Tai b
VI CTORY W LL I NSPI RE BN TO WORK HARD, SAYS ABDUL TAI B

KUCHI NG, Sept 28 (Bernamm) -- The | andslide victory by Bari san Nasi onal
(BN) inthe just concluded Sarawak state election will spur the state
assenblymen to work with greater determination to bring devel opnent to the
state, said Chief Mnister Tan Sri Abdul Tai b Mahnud.

The win showed that the efforts of the government in the past five
years had recei ved recognition fromthe people in the state, he said.

"The peopl e's confidence will spur the BNto scrutiniseits strategy to
intensify devel opnent efforts al though we are expected to face the effects
of the world economi ¢ recession," he said.

He said this at a nedia conference i mediately after all the election
results were announced with BN wi nni ng 60 of the 62 seats contest ed.

Abdul Tai b said the governnent would try to find an alternative
approach so that the worl d econonic recessi on woul d not hanper the efforts
to continue with the devel opnent of the state.

The Chief Mnister also saidit was the people's aspiration to see and
benefit fromfurther progress and to prepare to face the chal |l enges of
gl obal i sati on.

"It is nore inmportant than other issues, that is why they denonstrated
strong solidarity because they are determi ned to nove forward," he said.

He said the peopl e nmust be | ooked after by the BN through the education
systemand t he enhancenent of skills in nmodern technol ogy as stated in the
BN mani f est 0.

Abdul Taib said in the election this tine the people had shown stronger
support for the | eadership of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohaned.

"That's why there nmay be a swing back fromthe results of the | ast
parlianmentary el ection,” he said.

He said with the victory, he hoped the BN | eadershi p, especially at the
federal level, would be apreciated by the people in facing the world
econom ¢ recessi on which was al so expected to af fect Ml aysi a.

"We need Dr Mahathir .. this is what the people of Sarawak said...even
intime of difficulty we will support himall out," he said.

On the BN defeats in Kidurong to the DAP and in Meluan to the
I ndependent candi date, Abdul Taib said it was not a sign that the people in
the two constituencies rejected the BN policies.

"The DAP's victory in Kidurong is due to the popularity of the
candi date, " he said.

Asked on the thrashing suffered by the group of independent candi dates
| ed by forner Defence M nister Datuk Abang Abu Bakar Mustapha, Abdul Taib

said: "I have avoi ded nmaki ng any st at enent about Abang Abu and | don't want
to make any tonight."
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