08/ 09/ 2001

Vi ews on Penang second |ink wel coned

PENANG r esi dents and public interest groups wishing to express their views
on the proposed second fixed Iink may continue to channel themto the
St ate Gover nnent.

Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon said while the final decision on
the matter woul d be made by the Cabinet, there was still tinme for public
views to be submtted

"I amconfident the Federal Governnment will be receptive to the views of
the State Governnent and people of Penang," he told a Press conference
after the launch of the National Sem nar on Changing Direction Towards
Sust ai nabl e Transport in Ml aysi a.

Koh sai d al t hough Works M nister Datuk Seri S. Samy Vellu woul d be
presenting the i ssue to the Cabi net, Penang's views were al so being
conmuni cated to Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad, his deputy
Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahrmad Badawi and ot her ministers.

In expressing his disappointnent that the Federal authorities did not
consult the State when deciding on the site for the second |ink between
Penang and t he mai nl and, Koh sai d:

"This is an inportant matter that should be given priority so that the
State Governnent coul d have a chance to make suggestions and participate
inthe drafting of policies and strategies."

He al so expressed hope that future drafting of transportation policies
and strategies for the reduction of traffic congestion by the Federa
authorities would see consultation not only with project consultants, but
also with State Governnent, |ocal authorities and non-governnent al
or gani sati ons.

Sany Vel lu had on July 31 announced that the second |ink would be a
bri dge and a subnmari ne tunnel |inking Bagan Jermal on the island and Bagan
Ajamin Butterworth.

He had said that the northern |ink-up was sel ected over a proposed 8km
central 1ink-up between the Buterworth-Kulimand Jel utong Expressway, and
the 20km sout hern |ink-up between Hujung Bukit and Batu Maung.

Sany Vellu had since clarified that a final decision had not been nade
by the Cabi net.

Koh however said, the State Governnment had decided to recommend the
southern |ink which woul d not cost any nore than the northern |ink despite
bei ng | onger, as the nore suitable choice.

Meanwhi | e, the Mal aysian International Chanber of Commerce and I ndustry
(Penang and North branch) today said the second |ink should not be built
until the planning of the Penang and Butterworth outer ring roads and
Jel utong Expressway were finalised.

"I'n doing so, we nust al so not forget the i nportance of the Penang Port,
as we are still dependent on the port for our exports and inports," said
chai rman Datuk Nazir Ariff Mishir Ariff at the chanber's annual dinner.

He said there was a need for a thorough study to be carried out before
any deci si on was made.
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