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Vi gal agai nst gender viol ence

THE Wnen's Aid Organi sation has joined the 16 Days Activi sm Agai nst
Gender Vi ol ence, an annual gl obal canpaign to raise awareness of all forns
of viol ence agai nst wonen.

"W have taken part in the global canpaign since 1998," says WAO
executive director lvy Joisiah. "Since then we've done sonething different
every year."

This year, the canpaign involves the | aunch of the International Day
Agai nst Vi ol ence Agai nst Wnen at the Pasar Seni Putra LRT station in
Kual a Lunpur. It was officiated | ast week by Ml aysi an Al DS Foundati on
chai rman Datin Paduka Marina Mahathir, a WAO nenber. She and a group of
vol unt eers handed out brochures in Bahasa Ml aysia and English at the
event.

The sane brochures were also distributed in conjunction with Wrld Al DS
Day | ast Saturday.

Ot her campaign activities include the distribution of hel pline cards at
ticket counters at all LRT stations. Posters designed by Qgilvy One
Worl dwi de that read "Don't turn your back on VAW have al so been put up at
all stations as well as at Levi Strauss outlets nationw de. Donation boxes
for WAO have al so been set up at Levi Strauss outlets in Selangor and KL.

"All this is possible because Levi Strauss & Co gave RMB8, 160 for this
publ i c educati on canpaign," says Josiah. "This canpaign is necessary
because public education has to be constant and repetitive. There are
still people who think it is the woman's fault when she is raped, beaten
or sexual ly harassed

"W have to change public thinking, to tell nen and boys not to hurt
worren. W have to stop asking why wonen get raped and beaten and start
aski ng i nstead why nen rape and beat."

As part of the canpaign, interviews with the electronic and print nedia
will be held throughout the 16 days. This is in line with the ai m of
educating the public on viol ence agai nst wonmen and human rights through
various medi a channel s.

The 16 Days of Activism Agai nst Gender Vi ol ence Campaign is an
i nternational canpaign originating fromthe first Wnen's 4 oba
Leadership Institute sponsored by the Centre for Wnen's d obal Leadership
in 1991.

Partici pants chose the dates: Nov 25, International Day Agai nst Viol ence
Agai nst Wnen, and Dec 10, International Human Rights Day, in order to
synbolically link violence agai nst wonren and human rights and to enphasi se
that such violence is a violation of human rights.

This 16-day period al so highlights other significant dates including
Wrld Al DS Day and Dec 6, which marks the anniversary of the Montreal
Massacr e.
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