09/ 10/ 2001

“Pas shoul d convince DAP first'

PUTRAJAYA, Mon. - Pas shoul d convince DAP about its Islanmic state concept
before calling on the Governnent to nmake a declaration on the issue.

Umo Yout h chi ef Datuk H shammuddi n Hussein, making the call today, said
the Governnent did not have to nake any decl aration on Ml aysia as an
Islam c State through an amendnment to the Federal Constitution.

He said it was enough to | ook at the Islam c devel opnment the country had
achi eved so far.

"How are they (Pas) going to convince the rakyat, especially us (Umo)
on the issue since all this while Umo has been the party uphol di ng the
rights of the Muslins and has el evated the image of Islamin the eyes of
the worl d?

"I would advise Pas to sort out their differences with DAP first," he
told reporters after opening the Fifth Asia-Europe Young Leaders
Synposi um at t he Renai ssance Pal m Garden here.

He had been asked to comment on Pas' challenge to Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad, asking himto declare Malaysia an Islamc State.

On Sept 29, Dr Mahathir accepted Pas' chall enge by declaring the country
an Islanmic State and then added that the Constitution need not be anended
because of the declaration.

H shammuddi n said Malaysia's credibility as an Islamic State coul d not
be mai ntai ned without the help of the other races in the country.

He added that those who questioned the country's credentials as an
Islamic State were the ones with a political agenda.

"I don't think that a declaration or debate on the Islanmc State issue
will bring any new devel opnent, besides political mleage to the
opposition," he added.

H shammuddi n said the the Governnent's struggle to ensure Ml aysia
becane a progressive Islamc State had resulted in a society of nore
progressive Muslins, who had inpressive skills in the use of technol ogy,
bei ng recogni sed by the world and being able to conpete with other
countries on equal terns.

"The Islanmi c State concept which we are pursuing nowis howto face the
chal I enges of gl obalisation where Muslins would be able to explore current
technol ogies, articulate and di scuss current issues, while chanpioning the
rights and interests of those who are oppressed,” he said.

He also found fault with Pas which had all this while remained silent in
the matter of US clains, and al so on the US attacks on Afghani stan because
it linked Osana bin Laden and his al -Qaeda network to the terrorist
attacks on the World Trade Center in New York and Washi ngton on Sept 11

H shanmuddi n said Pas did not have courage to assist in changing the
worl d's perception of Islamin the totality.

"W want to see proof how Pas can do so at the international |evel, like
at the Organisation of the Islam ¢ Conference and Asean on the
repercussions for Muslins all over the world, though their voice appears
to be very loud in Parlianent and in the Kel antan Governnent," he said.
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