04/ 09/ 2001

"Peopl e rej ect extrem sm viol ence

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - The country enjoys peace and stability because the
people reject all forns of extrem smand viol ence, Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mphamad sai d.

He, however, warned of the possiblity that the situation m ght change
because of the energence of certain quarters who want to change the
denocratic systemof rule.

He said this group of people was propagating its system whereby al
deci sions would have to be referred to certain individuals who appoi nt
t hensel ves as deci si on nmakers.

"In this system although the elected legistlative body reaches a
deci sion, this non-elected body will have the powers to overrule," the
Prime Mnister said at a dinner hosted by the National Senators C ub here
t oni ght .

Al so present were his wife Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, Chief
Justice Tan Sri Mohd Dzai ddi n Abdul | ah, club president Datuk Abdul Aziz
Rahman and Dewan Negara presi dent Datuk M chael Chen.

Dr Mahathir said the Dewan Negara did not cause probl ens because the
majority of its nmenbers were appointed by the Governnent.

He said it would be a different story if Dewan Negara had nore
opposi tion nmenbers.

"In the United States, for exanple, the President sometines cannot have
any deci sions or |aws passed because of opposition from Senate nenbers who
are fromthe other party."

Dr Mahat hir advi sed senators to be nore involved in community and soci al
i ssues affecting the country.

For instance, he said, senators could volunteer to explain the
i nportance of education to parents.
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