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Mal aysi a- Phi | i ppi nes
VI SIT BY ARROYO S SPECI AL ENVOYS SET TO WARM RELATI ONS W TH MALAYSI A

By: E. Sivabal an

KUALA LUVMPUR, March 6 (Bernana) -- The nmove by Philippi nes President
A oria Macapagal - Arroyo to despatch her special envoys to Malaysia is set
torejuvenate ties between Kual a Lunpur and Mani | a whi ch went awy during
Joseph Estrada' s | eadershi p.

The three-day visit by Roberto R Ronul o and Paul G Doni nguez to
Mal aysia fromtonorrowis expected to "heal the wound" and open a new
chapter in bilateral relations, a diplonat based here tol d Ber nana.

"We can now | ook forward to a possible increase in bilateral trade and
i nvestnments," he said.

Mal aysi ans wer e anong t he bi ggest investors in the Philippines during
the time of then president Fidel Ranpbs who struck a close rapport with
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

Wien Estrada t ook over the Philippine presidency fromRanps i n 1998,
bilateral relations began to go awy partly due to his off-the-cuff coment
i n support of sacked deputy prinme minister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mwho is
presently serving a jail sentence.

H s comments was viewed as an interference in Mal aysia's internal
affairs. Estrada al so renmarked on Manila's claimto Sabah.

Since Arroyo becane President on Jan 20, there are signs of a warmn ng
up in bilateral ties.

Dr Mahat hir was anong the first foreign | eader to congratul ate Arroyo
on her ascent to the presidency after Estrada was toppled in a
mlitary-backed popul ar upri sing.

Trade and investnent mnissions al so began to pick up.

International Trade and I ndustry M nister Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz is
schedul ed to | ead a high-powered mssion to Manila for four days begi nni ng
tonorrowto resuscitate bilateral trade and investnent rel ati ons which has
sunk to a | ow point.

Arroyo hersel f was quoted as saying that the Sabah i ssue and ot her
contentious matters should not strainties between the Philippines and
Mal aysi a.

The envoys'visit, the first fromthe Philippines since Arroyo becane
the president, is aimed at briefing Mal aysi an | eaders on the policies of
t he new adm ni stration, Wsnma Putra said in a statement today.

They are scheduled to call on Dr Mahathir, his deputy Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi , Fi nance M ni ster Tun Dai mZai nuddi n, Foreign
M ni ster Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar and Agricul ture M ni ster Dat uk Ef f endi
Nor waw .

They are expected to di scuss regional and i nternational issues and
bil ateral cooperation as well as attend a di nner neeting of the
Mal aysi a- Phi | i ppi nes Busi ness Council hosted by Deputy Foreign M nister
Dat uk Dr Leo M chael Toyad.

Mal aysi a and t he Phil i ppi nes have expanded functional cooperation
t hrough mechani sns such as the Joi nt Conmi ssion Meeting that coordinates
cooperationintrade and i nvestnents, commodity, tourism culture, health
and agricul ture.
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