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Vol unteerismis every citizen' s responsibility

S. Sundareson

ITis nost gratifying to note that the spirit of volunteerismwas a ngjor
contributory factor in the success of the 2001 Tel ekom Mal aysi a Le Tour de
Langkawi cycle racing held in February.

At a function to show appreciation, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad paid glowing tributes to 10, 000-odd vol unteers who kept
virtually clean the entire racing route area nati onwi de duri ng the week-
| ong event (NST, April 23).

The Prinme M nister was so i nmpressed by the services of the volunteers,
that he called on Mal aysians to nurture the culture of volunteerismfor
the greater benefit of the people and the nation

The Prime Mnister's call is tinmely and deserves the serious
consi deration of all Ml aysians. Everyone, fromschool children to
retirees, can, in one way or other, contribute to the comobn good, through
the true spirit of volunteerism

Such an act of benevol ence need not cone necessarily only fromthe
af fluent or the blessed in society. This social responsibility rests
squarely on the shoul ders of every citizen.

In launching the International Year of Volunteers 2001 in New York in
New York on Nov 28, 2000, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan
said: "At the heart of volunteerismare the ideals of service and
solidarity and the belief that together we can make the worl d better
Vol unt eers do not seek to inpose their values, their ideas or their
agendas.

"Rat her they find out what people need and want, and they work with them
to make it happen. Evidence is growing that societies with high |levels of
civic engagenment have a | ower |evel of conmunal strife."

Let us do something for the betternent of society. There is a w de
spectrumof activities to choose from depending on one's interests,
skills, talents or resources.

These include tree planting, nursing care, skills transfer, counselling,
hel p raising funds for worthy causes, assisting public libraries,
hospital s, schools and orphanages through vari ous progranmes and projects,
etc.

However, it nust be noted that whether one wants to hel p the displaced
in awas-torn country or the disabled in a local institution, there nust
be a sense of commitnment and dedi cation on the part of the volunteer.

Vol unt eeri sm shoul d be perceived as the driving force of humani smt hat
can be devel oped and harnessed to conpl enent the Governnent's soci al
initiatives.

It provides a steady and conti nuous source of nmanpower with a variety of
skills capabl e of making significant contribution to the vul nerable and
t he di sadvantaged. Its potential has hitherto been | argely underval ued or
over | ooked.

The International Year of Volunteers 2001 was | aunched i n Mal aysi a by
Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi on March 10.

After that cerenony, little did we hear of the canpaign to pronote
volunteerismin a big way. Perhaps the print and the el ectronic nedia
shoul d also play its part in instilling greater awareness anongst the

peopl e of the need to cultivate a tradition of community service, through
vol unt eer activities.
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