13 AUG 2001
Senat e- Vot ers
VOTERS' | C NUMBERS NOT FOUND | N NRD RECORDS W LL BE REJECTED, SAYS DR M

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 13 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said
t oday peopl e registering as voters will have their registration rejected by
the conputer if their identity card nunbers are not found in the National
Regi strati on Departnent (NRD) records.

"If a person wants to register as a voter but if his identity card
nunber i s not recorded in the NRD s data base, the computer will reject the
registration,” the prine mnister saidinhiswitten reply to Senator
Nosi mah Hashi mat the Dewan Negar a.

Dr Mahathir said the El ection Commi ssion had started on-1ine
registration with the NRD.

On polling day in an el ection, the conm ssion would use the NRD
of ficers' expertiseto detect if voters had doubtful docunents, he said.

He said the comm ssion had constantly nmade efforts to resol ve the
phantomvoters' issue by conducting thorough verificationw ththe NRD
since last year to ascertain the citizenship status of every registered
voter.

Vot ers whose citizenship status was suspect, their nanes or identity
card nunbers are not found in the NRD records woul d be struck out fromthe
el ectoral roll, he said.

This enabled the electoral roll to be updated in line with Regul ation
19 of the Election Procedures (Voter Registration) 1971 to ensure the
phantomvoters' issue would not recur, he added.
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