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Vast potential in ties with UAE

Ham sah Hamid in Dubai (United Arab Emirates)

DUBAI (United Arab Emirates), Sun: Malaysia' s relations with the UAE,
particularly Dubai, will nove onto a hi gher platformwhen both sides begin
to reach out to one anot her.

The nost pronounced cooperation is seenininformation technology (IT)
when their respective corporations entrusted with the devel opnent of IT
and nul tinedi a agreed to work together.

Mul ti medi a Devel opment Corp (MDC) and Dubai Internet City (DI C) signed a
menor andum of under st andi ng on Thur sday, seeking to jointly explore
proj ects, conduct cross-narketing and share experiences in IT and the
formul ati on of cyber | aws.

To kick-start the cooperation, an agreenent was seal ed on the sane day
bet ween Mal aysi a- based Ai rport Xchange, Dubai International Airport and
Dl C.

The pact will allow AirportXchange, the provi der of e-commerce sol utions
for airport conmunity, to spread its wings to the Gulf region through the
ITinfrastructure provided by DI C

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, who was here for a two-
day working visit, discovered many busi ness opportunities in the second
| argest emirate in the UAE

He said Dubai's position as a regional distribution hub will serve as a
pl atformfor Ml aysi an-nmade products to markets in this region.

Dubai's Port Rashid, the largest port in Wst Asia and anong the best in
the world, could be a gateway for | ocal products to penetrate the non-
traditional markets of 1.5 billion people in the GQulf states, Wst Asia,
East Africa, Russia, India and Pakistan.

Mal aysi a coul d al so I earn fromDubai's al um niumsnel ter - Dubai
Al umi ni um Conpany Ltd - which was devel oped by i ndi genous technol ogy.

Ot her areas whi ch Mal aysia and Dubai could teamup in include gas-
generated el ectricity and di ssem nati on system finance and tourism

Speaking to reporters after his visit on Friday, Dr Mahathir said
Dubai's al um niumsnel ting technol ogy will be useful to Mal aysi a.

The nmulti-billion-dollar alumniumsnelter has a capacity to produce
600, 000 tonnes of al um ni umannually.

It produces close to 100 val ue-added products under three main category,
nanely foundry all oy for autonotive wheels, extrusion billets for
construction purposes, and high purity alumniumfor the el ectronics
i ndustry.

The spin-offs fromthe al um niumsnelting conpl ex are trenmendous and its
i npact on Dubai's econony including direct gross outputs, capital
expenditure and the nultiplier effects of its purchases, is estimated to
be nore than US$1.6 billion (US$1 = RM3. 80) annual | y.

"We are also inmpressed with their success in attracting tourists despite
bei ng covered nostly by desert... norethanthree million tourists while
their (the UAE) populationis only two mllion," Dr Mahathir told
Mal aysi an journalists after visiting the world's nobst excl usive hotel,

Burj Al -Arab.

Describing his visit as fruitful and exceedi ng his expectations, he said
there are nunerous activities in this emrate which Ml aysi a coul d adapt
intoits trade policy.

"But one obvious thing is that we don't know about the situation here,
not only in Dubai, but also other Arab countri es.



"They, too, do not know about Ml aysia. So, it is inmportant to organise
visits toidentify scopes of trade relations with them" he said.

Total trade between Mal aysi a and t he UAE whi ch stood at US$1 billion
(US$1 = RMB. 80) |l ast year is still insignificant despite the UEA being
Mal aysia's | argest trading partner in Wst Asia.

Mal aysi a's mai n exports to the UAE mar ket include tel evision receivers,
jewel lery, goldsnmith and silversnith' s wares, radio-broadcast receivers
and palmoil. Its inports fromthe UAE incl ude petrol eumproducts,
al um ni um gold, polymers of ethylene, manufactured fertilisers as well as
pearls and gens.

Dr Mahat hir had suggest ed cooperation in the petrol eumindustry, where
Petronas' international experiences may be beneficial inthe oil-rich UAE

The visit by the Prine Mnister can be said to be a turning point in
trade rel ati ons between Mal aysi a and t he UAE, specifically Dubai.

He has prom sed nore visits by Mal aysi an ministers of trade and tourism
and suggest ed | ocal busi nessmen scout for opportunities in Dubai.

Though the UAE' s population is small, the people's purchasi ng power is
hi gh as their per capita incone is nore than US$16, 000.

The country al so offers good i ncentives for foreign investors, including
no personal or corporate taxes.

Wth four international airports and six ports, the UAE covers nore than
70 per cent of the re-export activities in the Wst Asia.

If Malaysia could find a niche in the non-traditional markets in this
region, its exports woul d be shi el ded when the econonmic situationinits
two biggest trading partners - the US and Japan - takes a downturn.

Simlarly, if Muslimnations in West Asia could teamup with their
counterparts in South-East Asia, both sides will benefit fromexpanded
trade dealings as well as the exchange of know how.

Dr Mahat hir had | amented how the Miuslins had earlier failed to take part
inthe Industrial Revolution as their religious | eaders di scouraged t hem
fromacquiring the so-called secul ar know edge.

He said it is essential for Muslinms to be experts in all fields to
devel op their countries and not miss the boat for the second tine in the
I nformati on Revol ution.

Soci al and economi c rel ati ons between Mal aysi a and the UAE i s expect ed
to be strengthened while Ml aysia carves out a nane in this region.

Response fromparticipants during the Emrates International Forunis
speci al session where Dr Mahat hir delivered a keynote speech on chal | enges
for Muslimnations in the 21st Century, showed how his | eadershipis well-
accepted in this region.

Mal aysi a Ambassador to the UAE, Datuk Syed Hussain Al - Habshee, said the
fact that Dr Mahathir has been invited for a second tine to deliver a
keynot e adddress at the sanme forumis an honour to the country and his
| eader shi p.

The Mal aysi an O ub (UAE) president Sabaruddin Ismail said people here
speak highly of the Prine Mnister and his | eadership, while a taxi driver
who |ives here had described himas a real Musliml eader.

Thi s speaks well for the country, which believes in friendly relations
with others and practises a "prosper thy nei ghbour” policy.

It is alsonot too late for Muslins to join the | T bandwagon, provided
t hey change their m ndsets. Working together inthe IT and mul ti nmedi a
fieldis one of the steps to reach the goal. Besides collaboration in
areas |ike e-governnent, tel enedicine, e-comerce, global manufacturing
and smart cards; they will also work on Islanic e-banking to pronpte its
application worl dw de.

Mal aysi a and Dubai, after all, share some comobn background such as in
t he pace of devel opnent.
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