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Worl d-class I CT corporate | eaders needed, says Mirthy

KUALA LUVPUR, Fri. - Mal aysia nmust enhance efforts to produce worl d-cl ass
corporate |l eaders in Informati on and Comuni cati ons Technol ogy if the
Mul ti medi a Super Corridor is to be successful and a world-class I T hub

Newl y- appoi nted MSC I nternational Advisory Panel nmenber Narayana N R
Murthy said efforts should al so be made, in terns of sales and marketing,
to pronote the MSC on a gl obal scale.

"To ensure success, we need many (corporate) leaders in this field.

"The MSC nmust concentrate on developing this area,"” he told reporters
after the opening of the MSC-Miltinedia Asia Expo 2001

The exhibition, at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre here, was opened by
Prime M nister and | AP chai rman Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad.

It is being held in conjunction with the fifth MSC | AP neeting in
Cyberjaya from Sept 6-8.

Murthy, who is also I T giant |Infosys Technol ogi es Limted chairman and
chi ef executive officer, said, as a first step, Ml aysia nust produce as
many | T professionals as possible.

He sai d Mal aysi an conpani es had a | ot of potential to be | eaders in the
i nternational market.

They woul d, however, need to "cone of age" to remain conpetitive and not
be sidelined by other established international conpanies.

"What we have to do first is to pronpote our products and services on a
| arger scale ... the small and nedi um scal e enterprises nmust work harder
towards this end."

Murthy projected a |l ot of success for the MSC based on its overal
growth since its inception in 1996.

"W have seen the nunber of MSC status conpani es exceedi ng the projected
target by two years."

He saw no truth in criticismthat the MSC was not progressing as
pl anned, sayi ng:

"I believe the M5C can achieve its vision as Mal aysia has everything
needed to provi de a conducive environment for investnent.

"Physical infrastructure such as airports, roads, power supply,

t el ecommuni cations and Internet access are definitely the best conpared to
ot her software producers fromdevel opi ng countries.”

On his appointnent to the AP, Murthy said he was privil eged and
honoured to be part of the MSC which he described as a uni que project.

"I have trenmendous respect for what Dr Mahathir is doing.

"Ml aysi a has set an exanple for all devel oping countries and | fee
privileged to be part of it."
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