24/ 12/ 2001

WAn Azi zah: No to secul ar front

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Parti Keadilan Nasional president Datin Seri Dr Wan
Azi zah Vn |Ismail today reiterated that the party has no i ntention of
| eavi ng the opposition front and joining the DAP to forma secul ar front.

Dr WAn Azi zah said Keadilan could not be maki ng deci si ons w t hout
consulting the other nenbers in the coalition.

"Anyway, there is no formal invitation to us. W cannot sinply abandon
the coalition. All the while, we have been working closely with the other
nenbers. "

Dr WAn Azi zah said this when asked on a proposal by DAP president Lim
Kit Siang to establish a secular front to take on the BN governnment in the
com ng el ection

DAP | eft the opposition front on Sept 22 citing Pas' stand on the
Islamc State issue for its departure.

Limwho raised the matter during a talk at the London School of
Econoni cs, said the new front should be one which will defend a secul ar
Mal aysi a and oppose any attenpt of turning the country into an Islamc
state.

He al so clainmed that Dr Mahathir would "exploit" these factors to the
detriment of the Opposition

"It is up to Keadilan, PRMand other political forces in the country to
decide if they want to join the DAP to protect and pronote a denocrati c,
secular, nmulti-religious, tolerant and progressive Ml aysia, with |Islamas
the official religion,” Limhad said.

When contacted, Limclained he had never suggested that Keadil an and PRM
break of f fromPas and join the proposed secul ar front.

Lim in a statement today, said the secular front proposed was never
meant to be anti any political party, not Pas nor Umo.

"If Pas or Umo were prepared to defend and uphol d the fundanent al
constitutional principle and nation-building of the country as a secul ar
state with Islamas the official religion, there is nothing to stop them
frombei ng such a secular front.

"As | said last week, | was not optimstic about the response to ny
London speech on a secular front, especially as DAP was not able to get
the support of Keadilan and PRMin BA to defend and uphold a secul ar
Mal aysi a.

"But such political differences do not nean that politics should
degenerate into personal attacks or character assasination - as accusing
me, for instance, of suddenly becom ng an agent of the Barisan Nasional,'
he sai d.

( END)
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