18/ 02/ 2001

Wanita MCA seeks Deputy M nister's post

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Wanita MCAwll |obby for the post of Deputy M nister
inthe newy set up Whnen and Fam |y Devel opnent M nistry, Wanita chi ef
Datuk Dr Ng Yen Yen said today.

She said she had raised this matter with party president Datuk Seri Dr
Ling Liong Sik at the presidential council neeting on Feb 5.

The response fromthe top | eadershi p was good and Ng said she viewed it
as an "endorsement" of Wanita's intention.

"Dr Ling is to take our appeal to Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, " she told a Press conference after chairing a Wanita central
commi ttee neeting.

The wing will support Wanita deputy chairman Datin Paduka Tan Yee Kew as
a candi dat e.

Dr Ng added there were al so "many ot her capabl e wonen" in MCA who woul d
do well as parlianmentary secretaries.

She said she had al so i nforned Wonen and Family Devel opnent M ni ster
Dat uk Shahri zat Abdul Jalil, who seenmed receptive of Wanita MCA' s
i ntention.

Dr Ng said she did not know if the wonmen's wi ng of other political
parties had made their own bids to secure the post but felt that a Wanita
MCA candi date was nost suited to the task based on the novenent's track
record.

"W have 328, 000 nenbers, making us the | argest Chinese wonen's
organi sation in the world outside China and we have been in existence for
26 years."

Today, Dr Ng al so announced programes for all Wanita's 143 divisions to
enchance community and cultural ties and to encourage new | eadershi p.

Beginning in April, the divisions are to launch social and comunity
programres on health and family i ssues with non-governnental organisations
and ot her ethnic groups.

Each division will hold a one-day | eadership sem nar, including
orientation for new Wanita nmenbers.

The divisions will also conmpete in karaoke and fol k dance conpetitions
with a multiracial thene.

( END)



	Wanita MCA seeks Deputy Minister's post (NST 18/02/2001)

