22/ 02/ 2001

Wanita | eaders want unity talks to take place soon

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Pas nust realise that the proposed unity talks with
Umo are for the benefit of the Malays and not for any particul ar
political party or individual.

As such, the Qpposition party has been urged to work towards making the
talks a reality.

Wanita Umo executive council nenber Mastika Junai dah Husi n expressed
hope that the Pas | eadership would not be easily mani pul ated by certain
quarters who opposed the talks.

She said if Pas was sincere inits struggle for the Mal ays and Musli ns,
it must drop all the pre-conditions and be willing to attend the tal ks as
soon as possi bl e.

"Umo has shown it's sincerity by inviting Pas to the tal ks w t hout
setting any condition or linmt on the issues to be discussed. | think Pas
shoul d act |ike-w se.

"If one party starts setting pre-conditions it will create a counter
effect and in the end it will be another fruitless attenpt to unite the
Mal ays, " Masti ka sai d.

Wani ta exco nenber Senator Datuk Hazi zah Mohd Sultan, neanwhile, urged
Pas to adopt an "open m nd" approach for the sake of the Ml ays.

"If it could pack all its grievances and the points of its fiery anti-
Umo ceramah nati onwi de and unfold themduring the talks, it would at
| east clear certain m sunderstandi ngs.

"But if these matters are laid out as pre-conditions for the tal ks then
the conmunity as a whole will | ose an opportunity to enhance unity,"

Hazi zah said

The Malay unity talks, originally scheduled to be held on Monday, was
called off after Pas wi thdrew at the |last mnute.

Pas president Datuk Fadzil Noor, after the party's central working
comm ttee neeting, cited several unconducive devel opnents, saying that
Umo had failed to showits sincerity in holding the talks.

Fadzil, however, stressed that the technical comittees of both parties
must continue their nmeeting to sort out dermands and find am cabl e
sol uti ons.

The Umo political bureau, chaired by party president Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, had al so directed its technical committee to conduct a
t horough study on the opposition party's pre-conditions.

Younger generation | eaders, meanwhile, have urged Pas to avoi d being
turned into a puppet by those who had earlier refused to be part of the
unity tal ks.

Umo Youth information chief Azim Dai mvoiced his disappointnent over
Pas Youth's tendency to toe Parti Keadil an Nasional's |ine on the talks.
In a statenment today, Azim urged the opposition party's Youth wing to
avoi d being a stunbling block to the tal ks.

He all eged that Keadilan was nowtrying all out to stop the unity tal ks
fromtaking place and had advi sed Pas Youth | eaders and it's nenbers not
to be a tool for manipul ators.

Umo suprene council nenber Azalina O hman Said expressed optinismthat
the unity tal ks would materialise, but advised Pas to practise what it
of ten preached.

She said in the true spirit of Islamboth parties nust get down to the
di scussion table to iron out whatever differences and gri evances they



m ght have.
"They should put all differences and personal feelings aside and attend
the talks for the sake of Malay unity," she said.
( END)
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